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THEN. CE. A. INVITES 
YOU TO MILWAUKEE 


HE National Catholic 

Educational Association, 
in appreciation of the gracious 
invitation of His Excellency, 
Most Rev. Samuel A. Stritch, 
Archbishop of Milwaukee, to 
hold the 35th Annual Meeting 
of the Association in Mil- 
waukee, desires to make this 
Convention an outstanding 
event. 

Members of the Association 
and their friends are, there- 
; fore, invited to attend the 
Most Rev. Samuel A. Stritch,D.V. Convention to be held in the 
Milwaukee Auditorium 


APRIL 20, 21, and 22, 1938 








During the three-day period of the Convention, there 
will be sessions of the 


Parish-School Department College and University Depart- 
Secondary-School Department ment 
Department of School Superin- Seminary Department 

tendents Minor-Seminary Section 


Catholic Blind-Education Section 





Rev. Edmund J. Goebel, Ph.D., 625 North Milwaukee 
St., Milwaukee, Wis., Chairman of the Local Committee, ' 
will be pleased to answer inquiries in reference to: 
hotels, convent facilities, churches, annual banquet, 
and school art exhibit. 

Inquiries in reference to programs, commercial ex- 
hibit, and general convention business should be 
addressed to 


Rev. George Johnson, Ph.D., Secretary General 
National Catholic Educational Association 
1312 Massachusetts Ave., N.W. Washington, D. C. 
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A REVIEW OF EDUCATION BY RADIO 


By James E. CumMines 


I. OuTuINE 


Significant happenings in the field of educational broadcasting 
point the way to a wider and more effective use of radio for 
educational and cultural purposes. It is even possible to predict 
that education will again assume a commanding position on 
the air. 

The above statement is rather optimistic when we recall the 
history of educational broadcasting. One of the first agencies 
to preempt the air, education lost its status in radio with the 
rise of commercial stations. A few of the educational stations 
were forced from the air by the expensive litigation required to 
protect their rights. Others followed the same course because 
they lacked sufficient funds to comply with Government regula- 
tions as to equipment and necessary replacements. For these 
and different reasons most of the educational stations sold or 
abandoned their licenses to broadeast. The few that still survive 
owe their existence to the sacrifices of institutions and the 
valiant efforts of individuals. 

The other phase of education on the air—educational pro- 
grams on commercial stations—was for a time equally discourag- 
ing. The slow development of the right technique in presenting 
educational programs put these offerings at a disadvantage in 
audience appeal. Then, again, the time allotted for such pro- 
grams was not conducive to good results. This fact was brought 
out in the report on experimental programs sponsored by the 
National Advisory Council on Radio in Education. The report 
entitled ‘‘Four Years of Network Broadcasting’’ concluded with 
- the statement: ‘‘In view of the double conflict between com- 
mercial and educational interests and between the chains and 
their individual stations, it is useless at this time to attempt 
systematic education by national network broadcasting at hours 
when it will be available to large adult audiences.’’ 

During most of this early broadcasting period, two national 
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committees, the National Committee on Education by Radio 
and the above-mentioned National Advisory Council on Radio 
in Education, did effective work in promoting the cause of edu- 
cation by radio. Lately, the Federal Radio Education Commit- 
tee has begun to function for the same purpose. The American 
Council on Education, which has sponsored national conferences 
on educational broadcasting; the Ohio State University, which 
has conducted radio institutes; and groups that represent na- 
tional organizations, have also proved of great service in dealing 
with the problem. 

The above-mentioned subjects will now be treated more fully 
in order to serve as a background for the optimistic statement 
made at the beginning of the article. First, however, we shall 
pause, not for station identification but to give credit for most 
of our information to the reports and bulletins of the National 
Committee on Education by Radio. 


II. EpucATIONAL STATIONS 


From the inauguration of radio in this country, the engineer- 
ing departments of many of our institutions of higher learning 
became pioneers in experimentation with transmission equip- 
ment. They rendered an important service and for a time rep- 
resented a sizable percentage of all broadcasters. 

With the introduction of advertising as the chief source of 
support for broadeast stations, the usurpation of education’s 
place on the air began. While licenses were in no case taken 
away from educational stations, the obstacles to continued broad- 
casting became increasingly insurmountable. Out of 202 non- 
commercial institutions and agencies which received licenses to 
broadeast since 1921, only 31 are operating today what seem to 
be genuine educational stations. Most of these have become 
arms of the extension departments of their universities. 

Education’s Own Stations, a recent publication of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago Press, gives an historical account of educa- 
tional broadcasting stations. The book prepared by S. E. 
Frost, Jr., Ph.D., contains data on each of the 202 broadcast 
licenses issued to educational institutions. Included among 
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these institutions are the following Catholic universities and col- 
leges: Catholic University of America, Washington, D. C.; 
Loyola University, New Orleans, La.; Marquette University, 
Milwaukee, Wis.; St. John’s University, Collegeville, Minn; St. 
Joseph’s College, Philadelphia, Pa.; St. Louis University, St. 
Louis, Mo.; St. Martin’s College, Lacey, Wash.; St. Norbert 
College, West De Pere, Wis.; and Villanova College, Villanova, 
Pa. 

Of these Catholic institutional stations, WEW of St. Louis 
University is on the air fifty-seven hours weekly, broadcasting 
programs for ‘‘service, education, and entertainment.’? WWL, 
though owned by Loyola University of New Orleans, is operated 
on a quasi-commercial basis. It is also used to broadcast Uni: 
versity events and features of interest to the Catholic popula- 
tion of the South, WHBY, as also station WTAQ, though 
owned by St. Norbert College, is operated on a commercial basis 
with sustaining educational programs presented whenever such 
are deemed of public interest. 

The other Catholic radio stations were either sold to com- 
mercial interests or deleted from the broadcast channels. The 
universities and colleges that originally owned them, as well as 
many other Catholic institutions, confine their radio activities 
to experimental work or use the facilities of commercial stations 
for their educational programs. 

Up until quite recently, there was considerable agitation for 
legislation to protect the rights of education on the air. A bill 
was introduced in Congress by the late Senator Simeon D. Fess, 
of Ohio, for the exclusive assignment to education of 15 per cent 
of all radio broadcasting channels. 

This bill did not come to a vote. Instead, the Federal Com- 
munications Commission was instructed to hold hearings on the 
feasibility of such a reservation of frequencies. As a result of 
these hearings, the Commission finally recommended to the Con- 
gress that the request be denied. The Commission claimed that 
all the needs of education could be met within the framework 
of the existing broadcasting structure. 
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III. EpucatTioNaAL COMMITTEES 


The Commission, in the same communication to Congress, sug- 
gested that a conference be held at which attempts would be 
made to thresh out differences between education and commercial 
broadcasting. Such a conference was held under the auspices 
of the Communications Commission. Out of it grew the Federal 
Radio Education Committee, composed about half and half of 
commercial broadcasters and educators selected in their capacity 
as individuals and not as the representatives of organizations or 
institutions. Rev. Dr. George Johnson, Secretary General of 
the N. C. E. A., is a member of this committee. 

The committee is engaged chiefly in radio research projects. 
Among the studies now being conducted or planned are the 
following : 


(1) A survey of successful efforts by local stations to secure 
cooperation with civic and other nonprofit groups in their respec- 
tive communities. 

(2) A compilation of courses that are being offered at present 
by teacher-training institutions in preparing teachers to make 
the best available use of radio programs in the classroom. 

(3) The development of an experiment and idea exchange; 
in other words, a national clearing house where the findings and 
resources of various experiments and experiences in commercial 
stations, universities, and in other groups may be brought to- 
gether, classified, and made available to broadeasters and 

_ educators. 

(4) A study of the many methods which have been found 
effective in publicizing radio programs with a view to indicating 
specific ways in which these methods may be applied to educa- 
tonal programs. 

(5) A project which will deal with the advantages of listening 
in a group as compared with listening alone. This will include 
the organization, motivation, and practices of organized listen- 
ing groups here and abroad. 

(6) The evaluation of radio broadeasts for schools. 

(7) The collection of various experiences in operating net- 
work series. This study will eventuate in a publication dealing 
with such matters as the relative efficiency of straight narrative, 
debate, round-table discussion, forum discussion, and dramati- 
zation, as well as the need for adequate rehearsal time, appropri- 
ate sentence structure, vocabulary, timing, use of the voice, etc. 
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(8) A project that will attempt to determine what the listen- 
ing public considers of educational value in radio programs. 

(9) This study seeks to ascertain the listening habits of dif- 
ferent groups, what information they have secured from radio, 
and what improvement or changes such listeners feel should be 
made. One aspect of the study will deal with the rather critical 
problem raised by organizations interested in child welfare, 
which express much concern about the influences on children of 
certain types of radio programs. 

In June, 1936, the Federal Communications Commission held 
a conference to consider the advisability of opening up certain 
ultra-high radio frequencies among different agencies. Dr. John 
W. Studebaker, U. S. Commissioner of Education, who is chair- 
man of the Federal Radio Education Committee, presented at 
this conference a request that certain ones of these frequencies 
be set aside for the exclusive use of education. - 

On January 27, the Federal Communications Commission an- 
nounced establishment of high-frequency broadcast stations to 
be licensed to non-profit educational agencies. 

Chairman Frank R. MeNinch said twenty-five channels in the 
ultra-high frequency band between 41,000 and 42,000 kilocycles 
had been allocated to provide service to every city and town. 
The power of the stations will be 100 to 1,000 watts. 

The Federal Radio Education Committee is the latest of the 
committees organized to promote education by radio. The other 
two national committees, the National Advisory Council on 
Radio in Education and the National Committee on Education 
by Radio, have been in existence since 1930. 

The National Advisory Council on Radio in Education was 
organized to further the art of radio broadcasting in American 
education. A group of approximately seventy prominent edu- 
eators, public-spirited citizens, and Government officials, consti- 
tute its active membership. Of this number, the radio industry 
was invited to nominate four representatives. Funds for the 
maintenance of the Council were provided by the Carnegie Cor- 
poration of New York and John D. Rockefeller, Jr., and grants 
in support of specific projects have been made subsequently by 
other organizations and individuals. 
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One of the principal purposes of the National Advisory Coun- 
cil on Radio in Education was to cooperate with commercial 
broadcasters in bringing to the American people the best edu- 
cational programs obtainable. Committees were organized in 
the various educational areas and programs were prepared and 
broadcast without sponsorship on both chain and independent 
radio stations. Probably the best known of the educational 
programs was the series entitled ‘‘ You and Your Government.”’ 

The conclusion which resulted from this experiment has al- 
ready been pointed out. 

Quite apart from their broadcasts, the National Advisory 
Council on Radio in Education made notable contributions to 
education by radio. The Council published numerous pamphlets 
on many aspects of broadcasting, held annual meetings to con- 
sider radio problems and which were reported in a series of 
volumes entitled Radio and Education. 

The objective of the National Committee on Education by 
Radio is to achieve the maximum social usefulness of radio 
broadcasting. In this purpose, the committee, financed by the 
Payne Fund, is the official representative of nine national edu- 
cational associations which constitute its membership. Among 
these are the National Catholic Educational Association and the 
Jesuit Educational Association. The writer represents the for- 
mer organization and the Reverend Charles A. Robinson, S8.J., 
of St. Louis University is the representative of the latter 
association. 

From the time of its inception in 1930 at the call of the late 
William John Cooper, then U. S. Commissioner of Education, 
the committee has had a very definite program. It has assisted 
in the use of radio for educational purposes by protectirg the 
rights of educational broadcasting, by promoting and coordinat- 
ing experiments in the use of radio in school and adult educa- 
tion, by maintaining a service bureau to assist educational 
stations, and by exchange of information on radio through pub- 
lications and correspondence. 

The committee was quite active in the attempt to secure for 
the exclusive use of education a direct allocation of 15 per cent 
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of all channels in the regular broadcast band—the proposal that 
was mentioned in a previous paragraph. 

When the Federal Communications Commission ruled against 
this request, the committee turned its attention to the determi- 
nation of other conditions under which the integrity and inde- 
pendence of educational and cultural broadcasting could be 
established and preserved. The result is a series of proposed 
public radio boards which will be described under the head of 
An American Broadcasting Service. 

One of the achievements of the committee has been the pub- 
lication of a free bulletin of information. This monthly bulletin, 
entitled Education by Radio, is sent to a select mailing list of 
about 10,000 persons. 

The committee has also published a number of pamphlets and 
books on various phases of educational broadcasting. 


IV. CONFERENCES AND INSTITUTES 


Radio conferences and institutes have proved of great value 
in bringing together for an exchange of ideas and experiences 
those who are concerned with education by radio. 

The first general conference of national scope on the subject 
of educational broadcasting was held in Washington, D. C., on 
May 7 and 8, 1934, under the auspices of the National Com- 
mittee on Education by Radio. Membership was limited to 
one hundred carefully selected leaders in the fields.of education, 
Government and civic affairs. The entire proceedings were pub- 
lished in a volume, Radio as a Cultural Agency. This volume 
contains a statement of principles formulated by the Conference. 
Two of these principles which deserve mention here because of 
recent happenings on the air are as follows: ‘‘Material detri- 
mental to the welfare of listener groups should be eliminated 
regardless of commercial profit. The present operation of com- 
mercial stations secures neither a genuine expression of listeners’ 
choice nor an effective fulfillment of that choice.’’ ‘‘ Positive, 
wholesome broadcasts for youth at home and in schools should 
be provided. The impressionable, defenseless minds of children 
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and youth must be protected against insidious, degenerative 
influences.’ 

Two other national conferences on educational broadcasting 
were conducted under the auspices of the American Council on 
Education in cooperation with a number of national organiza- 
tions which included the National Catholic Educational 
Association. 

The first of these conferences was held in Washington, D. C., 
on December 10, 11, and 12, 1936. This conference was defi- 
nitely successful as an overview of current practices in educa- 
tional broadcasting. It reflected what seems to be a general 
approbation of the present system of broadcasting, but intro- 
duced enough criticism to indicate that room for improvement 
still exists. It avoided, in accordance with the wishes of the 
eighteen sponsoring organizations, any attempt to pass resolu- 
tions or to agree upon conclusions. 

During the course of the conference, two separate and distinct 
areas of interest developed. One included the general sessions, 
which dealt with subjects of widespread interest. The second 
was composed of section meetings devoted to specialized interests. 

The scope of radio broadcasting may be seen by mentioning 
a few of the subjects discussed in the conference sections as 
follows: Religious Broadcasting, Radio in the Life of the Child, 
Classroom Broadcasting, the Influence of Radio in Speech, 
Labor’s Experience in Radio, Music in Broadcasting, and Radio 
and Propaganda. 

The complete proceedings of the conference have been pub- 
lished by the American Council on Education under the title 
Educational Broadcasting 1936. 

The second national conference on educational broadcasting 
under the auspices of the American Council on Education was 
held in Chicago, November 29 and 30 and December 1, 1937. 
There were five general sessions addressed almost entirely to 
matters of policy and two afternoons devoted to section meetings 
to consider specific topics. Fifty-two persons were scheduled to 
participate in the program and there was much comment from 
the floor during discussion periods. Speeches ranged from a 
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defense of the broadcasting industry by its representatives to 
attacks on the industry and severe criticism of educational 
broadcasting. Out of them came some indications of progress 
which are a source of hope. 

One of the hopeful signs is that the industry emerged from 
this conference with less glory than has usually been the case. 
Hon. George Henry Payne, a member of the Federal Commu- 
nications Commission, wrote a speech in which he insisted that 
programs must be improved and said that without supervision 
the industry could not be depended upon to supply the improve- 
ment. Dr. T. V. Smith, of the University of Chicago, empha- 
sized that the amount of governmental regulation must increase. 
Dr. Clarence A. Dykstra, president of the University of Wiscon- 
sin, indicated that the Communications Commission was 
dominated by the industry at least to the extent of applying 
commercial standards to all radio programs. He asked that the 
Government assert itself and find a way to lend more support to 
educational broadcasting. At the closing session of the con- 
ference, as a direct result of a suggestion made by Dr. Levering 
Tyson that a citizens committee be appointed to study broad- 
casting, it was pointed out that the only practical way for such 
a study to be made was through a congressional investigation. 

The Bureau of Educational Research of the Ohio State Uni- 
versity has conducted annually for the past eight years an 
Institute for Education by Radio. These institutes are note- 
worthy because they attract from all parts of the United States 
those people who are doing outstanding work in radio education. 

The function of the Institute seems to be that of evaluating 
the specific procedures which are being developed to meet prob- 
lems of educational and cultural broadcasting. These include 
the preparation of programs for school listening, discussion 
groups, general adult listeners at home; the investigation of 
methods of judging the effectiveness of programs; the advocacy 
of aids which will permit the listener more thoroughly to enjoy 
programs; the problems of financing broadcasting; and many 
other kindred topics. 

The papers and discussions at the meetings are recorded in 
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an annual publication of Ohio State University, entitled Edu- 
cation on the Air. 


V. U. S. Orrice or Epucation Rapio Project 


The efforts of the U. S. Office of Education to promote the use 
of radio in the interests of education cover a period of about 
fifteen years. Educational programs were at first broadcast 
regularly over the powerful Axlington station which is now used 
for time signals and Government business. Later, the Office of 
Education has served as a clearing house for the collection and 
diffusion of information intended to improve the educational 
use of radio. Out of this developed the national radio program 
‘*Education in the News.”’ 

Assisted by an allocation of WPA funds, the Office of Edu- 
cation has been enabled to prepare and present during the past 
two years a total of 342 network programs. These programs 
included series such as ‘‘ Answer Me This,’’ ‘‘ Have you Heard ?’’ 
“‘Safety Musketeers,’’ ‘‘ Treasures Next Door,’’ ‘‘The World Is 
Yours,’’ ‘‘Let Freedom Ring,’’ and ‘‘Brave New World.’’ 

In addition, the Office of Education operates an Educational 
Radio Script Exchange which distributes radio scripts on request 
to schools, colleges, and radio stations. It is reported that these 
scripts have been used in more than 1,500 local broadcasts. 

The Office of Education has also sponsored four radio work- 
shops in cooperation with New York University. 


VI. Rapio Scriet WRITING 


The subject of radio scripts, mentioned in the foregoing sec- 
tion, is one that Catholic colleges and organizations are finding 
a profitable field of activity because of the wealth of material 
on Catholic subjects that can be incorporated in such scripts. 
Space will permit the mention of only a few recent developments 
as follows: St. Bonaventure College, St. Bonaventure, N. Y., 
and Webster College, Webster Groves, Mo., lately inaugurated 
courses in the writing of radio scripts. The National Council 
of Catholic Men is preparing to launch a national Catholic radio 
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associatidn which will have as one of its functions, an exchange 
for scripts and transcriptions.* 

All who are planning work in this field will benefit from the 
following suggestions included in the March, 1937, report of the 
California Association for Adult Education: 

‘‘The writing of scripts is the heart of broadcast presenta- 
tions. Commercial sponsors rely on an anonymous ‘grub street’ 
of overworked underpaid script writers. It is only natural that 
the quality of work produced is ephemeral and lacking in imagi- 
native content. Script writing for educational purposes would 
require to be placed on a very different basis. The scripts should 
be written not for one broadcast alone but for innumerable 
repetitions over the smaller stations throughout the country. 
They should have at least the quality of good magazine articles. 
The fact that they are devised to spread information by their 
intrinsic merit and content, places them on a different basis 
from sketches designed wholly for entertainment. 

‘‘The second requisite of attractive educational scripts is com- 
petent editorial selection and supervision. Commercial stations 
have seldom a staff capable of judging the soundness of an 
educational drama. A national editorial body or regional boards 
would have to be set up by educational authorities. 

‘‘The type of dramatic sketch that can be properly presented 
in the conventional fifteen or twenty minutes must necessarily 
be limited to few characters. Four to six characters are ample 
if the listener is not to be confused in the recognition of voices. 
Sound effects and expensive production accessories have no true 
place in the educational drama. 

‘“Tf scripts of this nature were prepared and published, it is 
likely that educational sketches would become the most attrac- 
tive dramatic offerings on the air. The quality of these scripts, 
because of the competence of their authors and careful editorial 
work, would readily surpass the hastily written products of 


*This Review does not pretend to give a complete account of 
Catholic activities in the radio field. The N. C. C. M. is now making 
a survey of Catholic radio programs. Activities in this field should, 
therefore, be reported to the National Council of Catholic Men, 1312 
Massachusetts Avenue, N. W., Washington, D. C. 
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professional script writers. The radio public has had very little 
opportunity to show its reactions to skillful educational dramas. 
From the limited experience of our rather pioneering work it 
appears that the public has a true appetite for even crude efforts 
in this direction.”’ 


VII. Rapio WorxksHops 


It was mentioned that at the Chicago conference there was 
some criticism of educational broadcasting. The chief objection 
to educational programs appears to be their failure to come up to 
professional standards of presentation. Many such programs 
are presented without the benefit of the technical assistance 
necessary to transform excellent subject-matter into equally fine 
material for broadcasting. 

The remedy for this situation has been found in the radio 
workshop plan. This plan, which is now functioning through 
the Ohio School of the Air and at New York University, pro- 
vides: (1) Machinery for the selection and training of the best 
radio talent education has to offer; (2) special help in the writ- 
ing of scripts; and (3) technical assistance in production. 

The Radio Workshop of Mundelein College, Chicago, estab- 
lished in September, 1935, has presented over sixty-five student- 
written radio programs through Station WCFL. 

The excellent results that have accrued from these radio 
workshops will undoubtedly encourage similar ventures by other 
institutions. The radio industry has been too long dependent, 
for those people who exert such a tremendous influence upon the 
life and thought of the country, upon two principal sourees— 
broadeasting and advertising agencies.. Radio may be changed 
considerably when a crop of college-trained technicians appears 
on the scene. 


VIII. Cuassroom BROADCASTING 


Classroom broadcasting on a national scale has proved suc- 
cessful with certain types of programs, such as the Damrosch 
concerts and The American School of the Air. Catholic schools 
equipped with radio sets have enjoyed the advantages of these 
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programs as well as special broadcasts during school hours, such 
as the yearly national network program of the Confraternity of 
Christian Doctrine. 

It is the consensus of opinion, however, that for regular pro- 
grams schools may be effectively served by radio on a state, 
regional, or local basis. The Ohio School of the Air and some 
of the educational stations have given practical demonstrations 
of classroom broadcasting by states. Cleveland, Rochester, and 
Indianapolis are exploring the possibilities of local school broad- 
casts. In each of these cities it has been shown that within cer- 
tain limited areas of the curriculum the radio can be used for 
actual instruction, with, of course, appropriate visual aids and 
teacher cooperation. 

In presenting the claims of education for an allocation of 
ultra-high radio frequencies at the hearing in Washington on 
June 15, 1936, Dr. John W. Studebaker, U. S. Commissioner of 
Education, envisioned a number of ways in which school systems 
will make regular full-time use of broadeasting. He predicted 
that by adjustments in present classroom arrangements and in 
teaching staffs, this kind of broadcasting service could be sup- 
plied without any large increase in the cost of education. 

Until a plan of this kind is put in operation, or there is a 
further advancement of classroom broadcasting over existing 
channels, schools may use printed copies of worth-while radio 
programs for instruction purposes. Instances of the employ- 
ment of Catholic Radio Hour addresses in classrooms have been 
reported to the National Council of Catholic Men, under whose - 
auspices the Catholic Hour is produced. 


IX. Cooperative Puans 


Private enterprise has succeeded in making some exceptionally 
fine broadcasts available to American listeners on twenty-five 
million radio sets. On the other hand, there are great gaps in 
the broadcast program. Formal use of radio for improving 
instruction in schools for thirty million youthful citizens has 
not yet made sufficient progress. 

Advertising, which furnishes the essential revenues, has neces- 





NATIONAL CATHOLIC EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION BULLETIN 21 


sarily determined the type of broadcast, giving preference to 
the mass audience to the neglect of minority groups. Regional 
needs have been unavoidably subordinated to national programs 
paying revenues. Potential producers of socially desirable 
broadeasts have not been in a position to make the best contri- 
butions because of lack of finances or available time and 
facilities. 

To improve these conditions, several cooperative radio plans 
have been developed. Two of these plans that have attracted 
considerable attention are the University Broadcasting Council 
of Chicago and An American Broadeasting Service. 


X. University Broapcasting Councit or CHICAGO 


The University Broadcasting Council of Chicago was organ- 
ized about two and a half years ago. The Council represents 
three universities: University of Chicago, De Paul University, 
and Northwestern University. 


The purpose of the Council is to pool all the interests of 
these three universities in broadcasting educational programs of 
the highest quality. This effort was so successful that even- 
tually a budget of fifty-five thousand dollars was obtained for 
the purpose. 


During the past year, a total of between 750 and 800 indi- 
vidual broadcasts were given under the auspices of the Council. 
Of the 256 hours occupied in broadcasting, 79 were during week 
days, 68 on Sundays, and 109 in the evenings. A staff of ten 
persons is employed by the Council in preparing programs for 
presentation on local stations and in some eases over networks. 

Newspapers have commented very favorably on the type of 
programs produced by the Council. One writer stated that the 
Field Museum series ‘‘From the Ends of the Earth’’ was far 
superior in performance to most commercial entertainment. 


XI. AN AMERICAN BROADCASTING SERVICE 


A state or regional council plan for radio cooperation has been 
developed by Dr. Arthur G. Crane, president of the University 
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of Wyoming and chairman of the National Committee on Edu- 
cation by Radio. 

The purpose of the plan is to create a working organization 
through which educational institutions, agencies, service depart- 
ments, and citizen groups can mobilize their broadcasting re- 
sources, raise the standards of their radio presentations, and 
demonstrate a cooperative method of maintaining working rela- 
tionships between broadcasting stations and the producers of 
noncommercial programs. The plan has the acceptance of com- 
mercial broadcasters and representatives of public bodies as 
well as substantial backing from educational interests. 

A detailed account of the plan may be secured from the 
National Committee on Education by Radio, 1 Madison Avenue, 
New York, N. Y. 

Each of the various groups which have studied the plan in 
its preliminary form has felt that it has definite advantages to 
them. 

To the listeners, the advantages seem to be: 


(1) Wider variety of programs possessing greater regional 
significance. 

(2) Programs more responsive to the needs and desires of 
large groups. 

(3) Better sources of information about programs. 

(4) Greater opportunity to participate in discussion and use 
of program materials. 


To the cooperating agencies potentially to be represented on 
the Councils, the advantages seem to be: 


(1) Aid in selecting materials and talent available for radio 
use. 
- (2) Assistance in preparing programs for radio presentation. 

(3) Advice in preparing visual aids and program announce- 
ments to supplement the broadcasts and to build audiences. 

(4) An electrical transcription service. 

(5) Technical assistance in making radio training available 
to staff members and students. 

(6) Correlation of the work of various agencies to avoid 
duplication. 


To the broadcasting stations which make available their facili- 
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ties for programs provided by the agencies connected with the 
Council the advantages seem to be: 


(1) A responsible organization through which they can work. 

(2) A greater source and wider scope of programs. 

(3) Carefully planned no-expense programs. 

(4) A larger listening audience to which has been added 
special interest groups. 

(5) A clearing house for numerous requests for time. 

(6) A source of young, trained talent. 

(7) A cooperative organization through which to test listener 
response. 

As an experiment to demonstrate its possibilities, two regional 
organizations predicated upon the use of the plan have been set 
up and are prepared to function. One is known as the Rocky 
Mountain Radio Council and is designed to serve primarily the 
states of Colorado and Wyoming. The other, the Texas Radio 
Council, will serve the Lone Star State. 


XII. THe Future or Epucation sy Rapio 


Our opening statement that it is even possible to predict that 
education will again assume a commanding position on the air 
may be further clarified by attempting a summary of the whole 
situation. 

(1) The comparatively small number of educational stations 
still in existence are demonstrating that radio is a potent force 
in education. In spite of adversities, these stations continue to 
function. Through the National Association of Educational 
Broadeasters, they are united in their objectives and are able, 
with the utmost freedom to experiment-in the greater public 
service uses of radio. 

(2) Cooperative radio plans such as the University Broad- 
easting Council of Chicago and the plan for An American Broad- 
easting Service reveal what united action may accomplish for 
the improvement of the radio offerings on commercial stations. 
The success of these plans should encourage their duplication 
in many local and regional areas. 

(3) Radio workshops, script exchanges, and experimental pro- 
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grams, under independent auspices, have already proved valu- 
able aids for the attainment of effective educational programs. 

(4) It is expected that the various research projects initiated 
by the Federal Radio Education Committee will prove beneficial 
not only to educational broadcasting but to all types of radio 
programs. The publication of the results of these studies will, 
therefore, be awaited with interest. 

(5). The assignment by the Federal Communications Commis- 
sion of certain ultra-high radio frequencies for educational use 
will supplement the existing channels for the school use of radio 
and should cause great activity in this field. 

(6) The appointment of Dr. James Rowland Angell, former 
president of Yale University, as educational counsellor of the 
National Broadcasting Company and the recently organized 
Adult Education Board of the Columbia Broadcasting System 
indicate that the radio industry is taking cognizance of the 
demand for more and better educational programs. 


The conclusion may, therefore, be reached that education is 
tending to occupy its rightful place in radio, an instrument that 
has been termed one of the most powerful means for dissemi- 
nation of information and for the molding of opinion and taste, 
that has ever been placed in the hands of society. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 


The Thirty-fifth Annual Meeting of the National Catholic 
Educational Association will be held in Milwaukee, Wis., 
on Wednesday to Friday, April 20, 21, and 22, 1938. The 
Association is welcomed to Milwaukee by His Excellency, 
the Most Reverend Samuel Alphonsus Stritch, who has 
directed that all necessary arrangements be made for the 
convenience and entertainment of the large number of 
Catholic educators who are expected to attend. 


Committee on Arrangements 


Rev. Edmund J. Goebel, Ph.D., Superintendent of Schools, 
Chairman; Right Rev. Msgr. B. E. Goral, Very Rev. Msgr. 
Matthew F. McEvoy, Ph.D., Rev. George A. Meyer, Rev. A. 
M. Dentinger, Rev. George Regenfuss, Rev. Bernard M. 
Kobelinski, Ph.D., Rev. John M. Voelker, Ph.D., Rev. Paul 
F. Tanner, and Rev. Thomas F. Berry. 


Religious Services 


The meeting will open with Pontifical Mass on Wednesday, 
April 20, 10:00 A. M., in the Concert Division of the Arena, 
Milwaukee Auditorium, W. Kilbourn Ave. and W. State St. 
—N. Fifth and Sixth Sts. (Main Floor). The Most Reverend 
Samuel Alphonsus Stritch, Archbishop of Milwaukee, will 
pontificate and will also preach the sermon at the Mass. 


Headquarters 


There will be no hotel headquarters but officials will stop 
at Hotel Pfister, 424 E. Wisconsin Ave. It is desirable that 
those who expect to attend the meeting should make ad- 
vance reservations because there will be another large con- 
vention in Milwaukee at the same time. (See Page 10 for 
list of hotels.) 

The following headquarters will be established in the 
Milwaukee Auditorium: 

General Headquarters, Committee Room A _ (Second 
Floor). 
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Publicity, West Ticket Office (First Floor). 
Priests’ Committee, Director’s Room (Second Floor). 
Sisters’ Reception, First Floor Lounge (First Floor). 


Places of Meeting 


The opening and closing General Meetings and sessions 
of all Departments and Sections will be held in the Mil- 
waukee Auditorium, W. Kilbourn Ave. and W. State St.— 
N. Fifth and Sixth Sts. 

Banquet 


The outstanding event of the convention will be the 
banquet for the clergy and laity on Thursday, April 21, at 
7:00 P. M., in the Fern Room of the Hotel Pfister. His 
Excellency, the Most Reverend Samuel Alphonsus Stritch, 
will preside, and addresses will be delivered by speakers of 
national prominence. An attractive musical program will 
be a feature of the occasion. 

In view of the fact that the seating capacity for this 
banquet is limited, delegates are urged to apply at once for 
tickets. Tickets ($2.00 each) may be secured from the 
N. C. E. A. Convention Committee, 625 N. Milwaukee St., 
Milwaukee, Wis. (See inside back cover.) 


Registration Headquarters 


Registration headquarters will be established in Milwau- 
kee Auditorium, Mechanics Hall (Ground Floor). 

A convenient Information Desk will be set up in the lobby 
of the Hotel Pfister. 


Reservations for Sisters 


Sisters from outside the Archdiocese who desire to make 
reservations for the convention may do so through the 
N. C. E. A. Convention Committee, 625 N. Milwaukee St., 
Milwaukee, Wis. 

Daily Luncheon 


Arrangements have been made to provide luncheon for 
the Sisters and others attending the convention, at very 
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moderate rates. This luncheon will be served daily during 
the period of the convention in the Restaurant of the Mil- 
waukee Auditorium (Ground Floor). 


Admission by Badge 


Admission to the various sessions of the convention may 
be had by those who possess a convention badge. This con- 
vention badge may be obtained at the Registration Desk in 
the Milwaukee Auditorium. 

Badges will be issued to: 


(a) Members who present their membership card. 
(A membership card will be mailed in advance. 
of the meeting to every member who has paid 
dues for the year ending June 30, 1938.) 

(b) Registrants who pay at least the minimum 
membership fee ($2.00). 

Note: Visitors are welcome to attend the General 
Meetings, the Exhibits at all times, and with 
the approval of presiding officers the meetings 
(except business sessions) of certain Depart- 
ments and Sections. 


Exhibits 


The Commercial Exhibit will be held in Mechanics Hall, 
Milwaukee Auditorium (Ground Floor). 
A School Art Exhibit will also be conducted in Mechanics 
Hall. 
All who attend the meeting are urged to visit these 
exhibits. 
Hotels and Daily Rates 


From the time of arrival of persons attending the con- 
vention until departure, the following schedule of rates will 
prevail at the hotels named below: 

Hotel Pfister, 424 E. Wisconsin Ave., 100 Rooms available. 
Single rooms with bath, $2.50-$5.00. 


Double rooms with bath, $4.00-$8.00. 
Hotel Schroeder, 509 W. Wisconsin Ave., 50 Rooms available. 
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Single rooms with bath, $3.00-$5.00. 
Double rooms with bath, $5.00-$7.00. 

Hotel Wisconsin, 720 N. Third St., 100 Rooms available. 
Single rooms with bath, $3.00-$3.50-$4.00. 
Double rooms with bath, $4.50-$7.00. 

Hotel Plankinton, 609 N. Plankinton Ave., 300 Rooms total. 
Single rooms with bath, $2.50-$5.00. 
Double rooms with bath, $4.00-$8.00. 


Reservations for these and other hotels should be secured 
from Rev. Edmund J. Goebel, Ph.D., Chairman, N. C. E. A. 
Convention Committee, 625 N. Milwaukee St., Milwaukee, 
Wis. 

Occupancy at the Hotel Pfister is only until the close of 
the N. C. E. A. Convention. 


Places to Say Mass 


The Reverend Clergy will find it convenient to celebrate 
Mass at the following churches and chapels: 


St. John’s Cathedral, N. Jackson and E. Wells Sts. Right Rev. 
Msgr. Francis E. Murphy—DA-2403. 

St. Benedict the Moor, W. State and N. Tenth Sts. Rev. Philip 
Steffes, O. M. Cap—MA-4774. 

Blessed Virgin of Pompeii, 419 N. Jackson St. Rev. Gregory 
Zanoni, P. S. S. C. B.—DA-1157. 

Gesu, W. Wisconsin Ave. and N. Twelfth St. Rev. Patrick A. 
Mullens, S. J—MA-1193. 

St. Mary’s, N. Broadway and E. Biddle St. Rev. Michael Weyer, 
DA-2180. 

St. Rose’s, W. Michigan and N. Thirtieth Sts. Rev. John J. 
Shanahan—WE-0305. 

Holy Angels High School, N. Twelfth St. and W. Kilbourn Ave. 
Sister M. Ursuline, B. V. M.—BR-6460. 

Notre Dame Convent, 1324 N. Milwaukee St. Rev. Ildephonse 
Rapp, C. PP. S.—DA-5134. 

St. Anthony’s Hospital, 1022 N. Tenth St. Sister M. Anselma, 
O. S. F.—MA-6356. 


Program Subject to Change 


The announcements in this preliminary program are sub- 
ject to change. Officers in charge of programs are requested 
to send notice of any change before April 1. It is assumed 
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that announcements of this preliminary program are ap- 
proved by the officers in charge, so long as notice to the 
contrary is not received before April 1. 


Payment of Dues 


It has been the policy of the Association to raise no 
more money than is sufficient to meet the annual expenses. 
This amount has always been voluntarily forthcoming 
without effort, and the Association makes no special appeal 
for funds. In this way, its work is limited to the subjects 
that are immediate to its purpose. The expenses of the 
Association are raised by the annual dues of the members, 
and by contributions from those who have taken a particu- 
lar interest in the work. 


Publications of the Association 


Copies of the previous reports and other publications of 
the Association may be obtained by writing to the office 
of the Secretary General. Copies of the early reports are 
available only for libraries and educational institutions. 


ANNOUNCEMENT OF MEETINGS 


SPECIAL MEETINGS 
Tuesday, April 19 
Advisory Committee of the Association 
10:00 A. M—A meeting of the Advisory Committee of the Na- 


tional Catholic Educational Association will be held in 
Hotel Pfister, Mirror Room (seventh floor). 


Executive Committee of the College and University Department 
10:00 A. M.—A meeting of the Executive Committee of the Col- 
lege and University Department will be held in Hotel 
Pfister, North and South Colonial Room (seventh floor). 
Committee on the Accrediting of Colleges 
2:00 P. M—A meeting of the Committee on the Accrediting of 


Colleges of the Association will be held in Hotel Pfister, 
North Red Room (seventh floor). 
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Executive Committee of the Secondary-School Department 

2:00 P. M—A meeting of the Executive Committee of the Sec- 
ondary-School Department will be held in Hotel Pfister, 
Empire Room (seventh floor). 

Executive Committee of the Parish-School Department 

2:00 P. M—A meeting of the Executive Committee of the 
Parish-School Department will be held in Hotel Pfister, 
Blue Room (seventh floor). 

Executive Board of the Association 

8:00 P. M.—A meeting of the Executive Board of the National 
Catholic Educational Association will be held in Hotel 
Pfister, Rose Room (seventh floor). 

Other Committee Meetings 


Other committees of the Departments and Sections can arrange 
for accommodations to hold meetings by giving notice at the office of 
the Secretary General. 


GENERAL MEETINGS 
Opening Meeting 
MILWAUKEE AUDITORIUM, CONCERT DIVISION OF THE ARENA 
(MAIN FLoor) 
Wednesday, April 20 

11:30 A. M.—Address by the President General, the Most Rev- 
erend John B. Peterson, D.D., Ph.D., LL.D., Bishop of 
Manchester. 
Address: A Message from the Catholic Press Association. 
Rev. Jerome W. De Pencier, 0.S.M., Chicago, IIl. 
Business meeting. 
Appointment of committees. 


Conference on Catholic Education and the Rural Life Problem 
MILWAUKEE AUDITORIUM, PETER ENGLEMANN HALL (SECOND FLOOR) 


Thursday, April 21 
4:30 P. M.—Speakers to be announced. 


Banquet 
HoTeL PFISTER, FERN RooM 
Thursday, April 21 
7:00 P. M.—Address: Religion in Education and Its Values in 


American Democracy. Hon. John A. Matthews, Newark, 
N. J. 
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Address: Equalizing Educational Opportunity for Whom? 
Rev. George Johnson, Ph.D., The Catholic University of 
America, Washington, D. C. 


Closing Meeting 


MILWAUKEE AUDITORIUM, CONCERT DIVISION OF THE ARENA 
(MAIN FLOOR) 
Friday, April 22 

11:30 A. M.—Closing meeting of the National Catholic Educa- 
tional Association. 
Election of officers of the General Association. 
Reading of resolutions. 
Adjournment. 


College and University Department 
MILWAUKEE AUDITORIUM, SOLOMON JUNEAU HALL (MAIN FLOOR) 


Wednesday, April 20 


2:30 P. M.—Opening meeting of the College and University 
Department. 
Address by the President: Academic Freedom in Catholic 
Education. Rev. Francis L. Meade, C.M., Ph.D., Dean of 
College of Arts and Sciences, Niagara University, Niagara 
University, N. Y. 
Appointment of Committees on Nominations and Resolutions. 
Paper: The Revival of the College Faculty Committee. Mr. 
George F. Donovan, Ph.D., President, Webster College, 
Webster Groves, Mo. 
Paper: A Plan of Curricular Integration for the Catholic 
College. Rev. Charles M. O’Hara, S.J., Marquette Uni- 
versity, Milwaukee, Wis. 
Reports of the Regional Units. 


(1) Eastern Unit. Very Rev. Edward V. Stanford, 
O0.S.A., M.S., LL.D., President, Villanova College, 
Villanova, Pa., Chairman. 

(2) Midwest Unit. Rev. Edward A. Fitzgerald S.T.B., 
Director of Studies, Columbia College, Dubuque, 
Iowa, Chairman. 

(3) Southern Unit. Very Rev. Alfred H. Rabe, S.M., 
President, St. Mary’s University, San Antonio, 
Texas, Chairman. 

(4) Western Unit. Right Rev. Abbot Lambert Burton, 
O.S.B., St. Martin’s Abbey, Lacey, Wash., Chairman. 
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Thursday, April 21 

9:30 A. M.—Report of the Accreditation Commission. Mr. Ed- 
ward A. Fitzpatrick, Ph.D., Litt.D., LL.D., President, 
Mount Mary College, Milwaukee, Wis., Chairman. 
Discussion. 

2:30 P. M.—Report of the Committee on Graduate Studies. Rev. 
Alphonse M. Schwitalla, S.J., Ph.D., St. Louis University, 
St. Louis, Mo. 
Discussion. 
Paper: The Catholic College and the Master’s Degree. Mr. 
Roy J. Deferrari, Ph.D., Dean of Graduate School of Arts 
and Sciences, The Catholic University of America, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 
Discussion. 


Friday, April 22 
9:30 A. M.—Report of the Committee on Libraries and Library 

Holdings. 
Report of the Committee on Educational Problems and 
Research. Mr. Edward A. Fitzpatrick, Ph.D., Litt.D., 
LL.D., President, Mount Mary College, Milwaukee, Wis., 
Chairman. 
Reports of Committees on Nominations and Resolutions. 
Election of officers. 
Adjournment. 


Secondary-School Department 


MILWAUKEE AUDITORIUM, PETER ENGLEMANN HALL (SECOND FLOOR) 


This Department will devote its sessions to the philosophic, 
economic, religious, and social phases of present-day conditions as 
they affect the Catholic High School and American Citizenship. The 
background of the discussions will be the Holy Father’s recent Ency- 
clicals and Letters on Christian Education. 


Wednesday, April 20 


2:00 P. M.—Opening meeting of the Secondary-School Depart- 
ment. 
Business session. 
Appointment of Committees on Nominations and Resolu- 
tions. 
General Topic: Philosophic (Government). 
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2:30 P. M.—Paper: Democracy and the Catholic High School. 
Rev. John LaFarge, S.J., Associate Editor of America, 
New York, N. Y. 
3:20 P. M.—Papers: 
(a) For Christ and His Kingdom. Mr. James Baker, 
Senior, Fenwick High School, Oak Park, IIl. 
(b) Catholic Action by High-School Students. Miss Vir- 
ginia Chmelik, Senior, St. Mary’s Academy, Mil- 
waukee, Wis. 
Note: A floor discussion by high-school students will follow 
these papers and an exhibit will be presented showing the Catholic 
High-School Activity for God and Country. 


Thursday, April 21 
General Topic: Economic (Community). 


9:30 A. M.—Paper: The Vital Importance of Social Studies. 
Rev. John M. Nugent, O.P., A.M., Professor of Social 
Sciences, Fenwick High School, Oak Park, III. 

10:30 A. M.—Paper: New Procedure for Evaluating Secondary 
Schools. Mr. E. D. Grizzell, Ph.D., University of Penn- 
sylvania, Chairman, Executive Committee, Cooperative 
Study of Secondary-School Standards. 


General Topic: Religious (God and Country). 


2.30 P. M.—Paper: The Preparation of Teachers for the 
Teaching of Religion. Sister M. Ursula, R.S.M., Ph.D., 
Merey High School, Milwaukee, Wis. 

3:30 P. M.—Paper: A Catholic High-School Student’s Influence 
in His Community. Rev. George J. Flanigen, S.T.D., Dioc- 
esan Superintendent of Schools, Nashville, Tenn. 


Friday, April 22 . 
General Topic: Social (Citizenship). 

9:00 A. M.—Paper: More Useful Training for Citizenship. 
Brother Joseph Matthew, F.S.C., A.M., Director, Cretin 
High School, St. Paul, Minn. 

9:50 A. M.—Paper: The Home and the School in Catholic Edu- 
cation. Mrs. Thomas F. McCormick, A.M., Past-President of 
Archdiocesan Home and School Society, Milwaukee, Wis. 

10:40 A. M.—Business meeting of the Department. 

Reports of Committees on Nominations and Resolutions. 
Election of officers. 
Adjournment. 
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School-Superintendents’ Department 
MILWAUKEE AUDITORIUM (SEE OFFICIAL PROGRAM) 


Wednesday, April 20 
4:30 P. M.—Business session. 


HoTEL PFISTER (ROOF) 


7:00 P. M.—Annual Dinner Meeting. 
Guest Speaker: Mr. S. A. Baldus, Managing Editor of 
The Extension Magazine, Chicago, IIl. 


Parish-School Department 
MILWAUKEE AUDITORIUM, JOHN PLANKINTON HALL (SECOND FLOOR) 


Wednesday, April 20 

2:30 P. M.—Opening meeting of the Parish-School Department. 
Business session. 
Appointment of Committees on Nominations and Resolu- 
tions. 
General Topic: Progressive Education and the Catholic 
School. 
Paper: The Concept and Philosophy of Progressive Educa- 
tion. Sister Joseph Mary, S.S.J., Nazareth College, 
Rochester, N. Y. 
Discussion: Is the Program of Progressive Education Prac- 
tical for the Parochial School as It Exists Today? Rev. 
William R. Kelly, A.M., LL.D., Superintendent of Schools, 
New York, N. Y. 
Discussion: Progressive Education Experiences in Parochial 
Schools in New York and Chicago. Sister Mary Joan, O.P., 
Community Supervisor, Sisters of Third Order of St. 
Dominic, Sinsinawa, Wis. 
Discussion: A Pastor’s View of Progressive Education. 
Right Rev. Msgr. Thomas V. Shannon, LL.D., Pastor of St. 
Thomas Apostle Church, Chicago, Il. 


Thursday, April 21 
9:30 A. M.—General Topic: Religious Development Through 
the Elementary-School Program. 
Paper: What Is the Obligation of Religious Communities 
Regarding the Fulfillment of the November, 1929, Decree 
of the Sacred Congregation of Religious on the Prepara- 
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tion of Teachers of Religion? Rev. Edward J. Westen- 
berger, Ph.D., Superintendent of Schools, Green Bay, Wis. 
Discussion: How Can Religious Communities Fulfill the 
Obligation Imposed by the Sacred Congregation? Sister 
Francis Joseph, Community Supervisor, Sisters of Provi- 
dence, St. Mary-of-the-Woods, Ind. 
Discussion: What Catholic Universities Are Doing to Help 
Prepare and Improve Teachers of Religion. Rev. Rudolph 
G. Bandas, Ph.D., S.T.D. et M., The St. Paul Seminary, 
St. Paul, Minn. 
Paper: The Teacher’s Personality and Its Effect on the 
Religious Development of the Young. Sister Ricarda, 
O.S.B., St. Edmund’s Hall, Nauvoo, II. 
Discussion: Objective Data on the Effect of the Teacher’s 
Personality on the Religious Development of the Young. 
Sister M. Clare, S.N.D., Notre Dame College, Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

2:30 P. M.—General Topic: Crime and the Schools. 
Paper: Crime and the Schools. Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Head 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Department of 
Justice, Washington, D. C. 
Discussion: Prison Statistics. Rev. Harold E. Keller, 
Diocesan Superintendent of Parish Schools, Harrisburg, Pa. 
Discussion: Preventing Crime by Teaching in the School 
What Is Neglected in the Home. Rev. Eligius Weir, 
O.F.M., Chaplain of Illinois State Penitentiary, Joliet, Ill. 


Friday, April 22 


9:30 A. M.—Paper: Needed Research in the Field of Teaching 
Religion on the Elementary-School Level. Mr. Edward A. 
Fitzpatrick, Ph.D., Litt.D., LL.D., President, Mount Mary 
College; Milwaukee, Wis. 

Paper: Factors Outside the School Which Interfere with 
the Work of Religious Education. Sister Adrienne Marie, 
S.U.S.C., Sacred Heart School of Education, Fall River, 
Mass. ; 

Paper: Can the Neighborhood Movies Be Used in Applying 
Religious Knowledge? Miss Ellamay Horan, Editor of 
Journal of Religious Instruction, De Paul University, 
Chicago, III. 

Reports of Committees on Nominations and Resolutions. 
Election of officers. 

Adjournment. 
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Catholic Blind-Education Section 


MILWAUKEE AUDITORIUM, COMMITTEE Room D (SECOND FLOOR) 


Wednesday, April 20 
2:30 P. M.—Opening meeting of the Catholic Blind-Education 
Section. 
Business session. 
Appointment of Committees on Nominations and Resolu- 


tions. 
Paper: Light to the Sightless. Sister M. Stephanie, C.S.J., 
St. Joseph’s School for the Blind, Jersey City, N. J. 


Thursday, April 21 
9:30 A. M.—Paper: Avocational Aspects of Special Education. 
Sister M. Eymard, C.S.J., St. Mary’s Institute for the Blind, 
Lansdale, Pa. 


Friday, April 22 
9:30 A. M.—Paper. 
Reports of Committees on Nominations and Resolutions. 
Election of officers. 
Adjournment. 


Seminary Department 


MILWAUKEE AUDITORIUM, ByRoN W. KILBOURN HALL (MAIN FLOOR) 


Wednesday, April 20 


2:30 P. M.—Opening meeting of the Seminary Department. 
Reading of minutes. 
Appointment of Committees on Nominations and Resolu- 
tions. 
Paper: Making the Seminarian Convert-Minded. Rev. 
John A. O’Brien, Ph.D., Chaplain of the Newman Founda- 
tion, University of Illinois, Champaign, Ill. 
Discussion. 
Paper: Organizing Concepts as Tools of Social Inquiry; a 
Method of Teaching Sociology to Seminarists. Rev. Syl- 
vester Piotrowski, Ph.D., Seminary of St. Francis de Sales, 
Milwaukee, Wis. 
Discussion. 


Thursday, April 21 
9:30 A. M.—Paper: Substitute for the Fifth Year of Theology. 
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Rev. Joseph B. Collins, S.S., S.T.D., Ph.D., Sulpician Semi- 
nary, Washington, D. C. 
Discussion. 
Paper: The Teaching of History in the Seminary. Rev. 
William J. Gauche, S.T.D., Ph.D., Mount St. Mary’s Semi- 
nary of the West, Norwood, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Discussion. 

2:30 P. M.—Joint Session of Major and Minor-Seminary Repre- 
sentatives. 
Paper: Fitting a Social-Science Course into the Seminary 
Curriculum. Most Rev. Aloysius J. Muench, D.D., Bishop 
of Fargo, N. Dak. 
Discussion. 
Paper: Liturgy in Our Seminaries. Rev. Roger Schoen- 
bechler, O.S.B., St. John’s Abbey, Collegeville, Minn. 
Discussion. 


Friday, April 22 


9:30 A. M.—Paper: The Use of Patrology and the History of 
Dogmas in the Teaching of Dogmatic Theology. Rev. 
John A. Flynn, C.M., S.T.D., St. Vincent’s Seminary, Ger- 
mantown, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Round-table discussion. 

Topic: Fostering the Reading Habit in Seminarians; The 
Application of the Principles of Moral Theology to the 
Problems of Justice at the Present Day. 

Business session. 

Reports of Committees on Nominations and Resolutions. 
Election of officers. 

Adjournment. 


Minor-Seminary Section 
MILWAUKEE AUDITORIUM, GEORGE H. WALKER HALL (MAIN FLOOR) 


Wednesday, April 20 


2:30 P. M.—Opening meeting of the Minor-Seminary Section. 
Reading of minutes. 
Appointment of Committees on Nominations and Resolu- 
tions. 
Round-table discussion. 
Topics: Religion Course in the Minor-Seminary; Public 
Speaking; Late-comers to the Minor-Seminary; Exami- 
nations and Grading; The Radio; Reading in the Minor 
Seminary, et al. 
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Thursday, April 21 

9:30 A. M.—Round-table discussion. 

2:30 P. M.—Joint session of the Seminary Department and the 
Minor-Seminary Section in the Meeting Room of the Semi- 
nary Department. 

Paper: Fitting a Social-Science Course into the Seminary 
Curriculum. Most Rev. Aloysius J. Muench, D.D., Bishop 
of Fargo, N. Dak. 

Discussion. 

Paper: Liturgy in Our Seminaries. Rev. Roger Schoen- 
bechler, O.S.B., St. John’s Abbey, Collegeville, Minn. 
Discussion. 


Friday, April 22 
9:30 A. M.—Round-table discussion. 


Business session. 
Reports of Committees on Nominations and Resolutions. 


Election of officers. 
Adjournment. 





MILWAUKEE AUDITORIUM 
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SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS 
Time— Function— Place— 
TUESDAY, APRIL 19 
10:00 A. M. Advisory Committee, Hotel Pfister, 
N. ©. B.A: Mirror Room (7th floor) 
10:00 A. M. Executive Committee, Col- Hotel Pfister, 
lege and University Dept. North and South Colonial Room 
(7th floor) 
2:00 P. M. Committee on Accrediting Hotel Pfister, 
of Colleges North Red Room (7th floor) 
2:00 P. M. Executive Committee, Sec- Hotel Pfister, 
ondary-School De part- Empire Room (7th floor) 
ment . 
2:00 P. M. Executive Committee, Par- Hotel Pfister, 
ish-School Department Blue Room (7th floor) 
8:00 P. M. Executive Board, N.C.E.A. Hotel Pfister, 
Rose Room (7th floor) 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 20 
10:00 A. M. Pontifical Mass Milwaukee Auditorium, Concert Di- 
vision of the Arena (Main floor) 
11:30 A. M. Opening, General Meeting Milwaukee Auditorium, Concert Di- 
of the Association vision of the Arena (Main floor) 
2:00 P. M. Secondary-School Depart- Milwaukee Auditorium 
ment Peter Engelmann Hall (2nd floor) 
2:30 P. M. College and University De- Milwaukee Auditorium, 
partment Solomon Juneau Hall (Main floor) 
2:30 P. M. Parish-School Department Milwaukee Auditorium, 
John Plankinton Hall, (2nd floor) 
2:30 P. M. Catholic Blind-Education Milwaukee Auditorium, 
Section Committee Room D (2nd floor) 
2:30 P. M. Seminary Department Milwaukee Auditorium, 
Byron W. Kilbourn Hall (Main 
floor) 
2:30 P. M. Minor-Seminary Section Milwaukee Auditorium, 
George H. Walker Hall (Main 
floor) 
4:30 P. M. School-Superintendents’ Milwaukee Auditorium, 
Department (See Official Program) 
7:00 P. M. School Superintendents’ Hotel Pfister, 
Department Roof 
THURSDAY, APRIL 21 
9:30 A. M. College and University De- Milwaukee Auditorium. 
partment Solomon Juneau Hall (Main floor) 
9:30 A. M alata Depart- Milwaukee Auditorium, 
Peter Engelmann Hall (2nd floor) 
9:30 A. M. Parish-School Department Milwaukee Auditorium, 
John Plankinton Hall (2nd floor) 
9:30 A. M. Catholic Blind-Education Milwaukee Auditorium, 
Section Committee Room D (2nd floor) 
9:30 A. M. Seminary Department Milwaukee Auditorium, 


Byron W. Kilbourn Hall (Main 
floor) 
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Function— 
Minor-Seminary Section 


pone . University De- 
partm 
Seeondary- School Depart- 


Parish-School Department 


Seminary Department 
Minor-Seminary Section 


Conference on Catholic Ed- 
ucation and the Rural Life 
Problem 
Banquet 


APRIL 22 


A. 


A 
A. 
A 
A 


M. 


Secondary-School Depart- 
ment 

College and University De- 
partment 

Parish-School Department 


Catholic Blind-Education 


Section 
Seminary Department 


Minor-Seminary Section 


Closing, General Meeting 
of the Association 


Place— 


Milwaukee Auditorium, 
George H. Walker Hall 
floor) 
Milwaukee Auditorium, 
Solomon Juneau Hall (Main floor) 
Milwaukee Auditorium, 
Peter Engelmann Hall (2nd floor) 
Milwaukee Auditorium, 
John Plankinton Hall (2nd floor) 
Milwaukee Auditorium, 
Byron W. Kilbourn Hall (Main 
floor) 
Milwaukee Auditorium, 
Byron W. Kilbourn Hall (Main 
floor) 
Milwaukee Auditorium 
Peter Engelmann Hall (2nd floor) 


(Main 


Hotel Pfister, 
Fern Room 


Milwaukee Auditorium, 
Peter Engelmann Hall (2nd floor) 
Milwaukee Auditorium, 
Solomon Juneau Hall (Main floor) 
Milwaukee Auditorium, 
John Plankinton Hall (2nd floor) 
Milwaukee Auditorium, 
Committee Room D (2nd floor) 
Milwaukee Auditorium, 
Byron W. Kilbourn Hall (Main 
floor) 
Milwaukee Auditorium, 
George H. Walker Hall 
floor) 
Milwaukee Auditorium, 
Concert Division of the Arena 
(Main floor) 


(Main 





IMPORTANT 


All who attend the Convention are urged to register at 
the Registration Headquarters in the Milwaukee Audi- 
torium, Mechanics Hall (Ground Floor). 

The clergy and laity who plan to attend the Banquet on 
Thursday evening should secure tickets from the N. C. E. A. 
Convention Committee, 625 N. Milwaukee St., Milwaukee, 
Wis. (A check must accompany the order.) 

(Use the order blank on opposite page.) 








N.C.E.A. CONVENTION COMMITTEE, 
625 N. Milwaukee St., 
Milwaukee, Wis. 
Please reserve for me....... tickets for the Catholic 


Education Banquet, Thursday, April 21, 7:00 P. M., 
at the Hotel Pfister. (Tickets $2.00 each.) 


I enclose check for $........ Names of guests to be 
printed in the Seating List. 
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THE NATIONAL CATHOLIC EDUCATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION 


MEMBERSHIP 
All who are interested in the welfare of Catholic educational work 
are invited to become members of the National Catholic Educational 
Association. It is the desire of the Executive Board that the mem- 
bership be increased so that the organization may represent a power- 
ful influence in favor of religious education in America, and, also, 
that the Association may be provided with adequate funds for the 
support of its activities. The funds for the support of. the Associa- 

tion are derived from the following sources: 


Sustaining Membership 


Any one desiring to give special aid to the Association may become 
a sustaining member. The annual fee for such membership is $10.00. 


Seminary Dues 
Each Seminary in the Seminary Department pays an annual fee 
of $25.00. 
College and University Dues 
Each College and University in the College and University Depart- 
ment pays an annual fee of $20.00. 


High-School and Academic Dues 
High Schools and Academies are requested to pay an annual fee 
of $10.00. 
Parish-School Dues 
Priests, teachers, and laymen may become members of this Depart- 
ment. A parish school may be enrolled as a member. The annual 
fee is $2.00. 
General Membership 
Any one interested in the work of Catholic education may become 
a member of the Association. The annual fee is $2.00. 


Donations 

Special donations are received from time to time from those who 

wish to help in the work. 

The Annual Report and current publications of this Association are 
sent to all members. Information in regard to the Association may 
be obtained from the Secretaries of the Departments or from the Sec- 
retary General. Remittances outside of the time of the convention 
should be sent to the office of the Secretary General. Checks should 
be made payable to the National Catholic Educational Association. 

General office of the National Catholic Educational Association: 


1312 MASsACHUSETTS AVE., N. W., 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 
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THE NATIONAL CATHOLIC EDUCATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION 


OFFICERS FOR THE YEAR 1937-38 


GENERAL 
Officers and Executive Board 


President General: Most Rev. John B. Peterson, D.D., Ph.D., LL.D., Manchester, N. H. 
Vice-Presidents General: 
Rev. John B. Furay, S.J., S.T.D., Mundelein, III. 
Rev. William F. Cunningham, C.S.C., Ph.D., Notre Dame, Ind. 
Right Rev. Msgr. Joseph V. S. McClancy, A.B., LL.D., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Rev. Paul E. Campbell, A.M., Litt.D., LL.D., Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Secretary General: Rev. George Johnson, Ph.D., Washington, D. C. 
Treasurer General: Rev. Richard J. Quinlan, A.M., S.T.L., Boston, Mass. 
Members of the General Executive Board: 
Rev. Francis J. Connell, C.SS.R., S.T.D., Esopus, N. Y. 
Rev. Joseph J. McAndrew, A.M., LL.D., Emmitsburg, Md. 
Very Rev. Francis Luddy, Rochester, N. Y. 
Rev. Francis L. Meade, C.M., Ph.D., Niagara pom 3 1 2 A 
Rev. Aloysius J. Hogan, S.J.» Ph.D., Washington, C. 
Rev. Daniel M. O’Connell, 8.J., Ph.D., Chicago, ti 
a Rev. Leo C. Gainor, O.P., A.M., Youngstown, Ohio. 
Rev. P. A. Roy, S.J., A.M., New Orleans, La. 
Brother Benjamin, C.F.X., A.M., Baltimore, Md. 
Rev. Harold E. Keller, A.M., Harrisburg, Pa. 
Right Rev. Msgr. John J. Murphy, Columbus, Ohio. 
Rev. J. J. Featherstone, A.M., J.C.L., Scranton, Pa. 
Rev. D. F. Cunningham, A.M., LL.D., Chicago, Ill. 
Rev. Felix N. Pitt, Ph.D., Louisville, Ky. 
Rev. John I. Barrett, Ph. D., LL.D., J.C.L., Baltimore, Md. 
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COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT 
Officers and Executive Committee 


President: Rev. Francis L. Meade, C.M., Ph.D., Niagara Falls, N. Y. 
Vice-President: Rev. Julius W. Haun, DD., Ph. om Winona, Minn. 
Secretary: Very Rev. Samuel K. Wilson, $.J., Ph.D., Chicago, Ill. 
Members of the General Executive Board: 
Rev. Aloysius J. Hogan, S.J., Ph.D., Washington, D. C. 
Rev. Daniel M. O’Connell, S.J., Ph.D., Chicago, Il. 
General Members of the Department Executive Committee: 
Very Rev. Walter C. Tredtin, S.M., Dayton, Ohio. 
Rev. Thurber M. Smith, S.J., St. Louis, Mo. 1987 
Rev. Aloysius J. Hogan, $.J., Ph.D., Washington, D. C. 937-41 
§ Sister Jeanne Marie, C.S.J., St. Paul, Minn. 
q Rev. William F. Cunningham, C.S.C., Ph.D., Notre Dame, Ind. 
{ Rev. Daniel M. Galliher, O.P., J.C.D., Providence, R. I 1936-4 
> Rev. Daniel M. O’Connell, S.J., Ph.D., Chicago, IIl. 6-40 
2 Sister M. Aloysius Molloy, A.M., Ph.D., Winona, Minn. 
Very Rev. Samuel K. Wilson, S.J., PhD. Chicago, Ill. 
Brother A. Patrick, F.S.C., Ph.D., L » New York, N. Y. 36-3 
Sister M. Evelyn, O.P., River Forest, i 1936-39 
Mr. Edward A. Fitzpatrick, Ph.D., Litt.D., LL.D., Milwaukee, Wis. 
Rev. Charles J. Deane, S.J., New York, N. Y. 
Very Rev. John J. Dillon, O.P., Ph.D., Providence, R. I. 1936-38 
Rev. Thomas F. Maher, C.M., A.M., Brooklyn, N. Y. ™ 
Sister Helen Madeleine, S.N.D., Boston, Mass. 
Regional Unit Members of the Department Executive Committee: 
Very Rev. Edward V. Stanford, O.S.A., M.S., LL.D., Villanova, wes 
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Rev. William T. Dillon, J.D., Brooklyn, N. Y. Eastern 


Sister M. Genevieve, R.S.M., Chicago, III. } Midwest 
Sister M. Madeleva, C.S.C., Notre Dame, Ind. — 
Very Rev. Alfred H. Rabe, S.M., San Antonio, Tex. 





Rev. Andrew C. Smith, S.J., Spring Hill, Ala. Southern 
Right Rev. Abbot Lambert’ Burton, O.S.B., Lacey, ny Wester 
Rev. Francis J. McGarrigle, S.J., Portland, Oreg. a 
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SECONDARY-SCHOOL DEPARTMENT 
Officers and Executive Committee 


President: Rev. Leo. C. Gainor, O.P., A.M., Youngstown, Ohio. .4 
Vice-President: Brother Agatho, C.S.C., A.M., Indianapolis, Ind. 
Secretary: Brother Eugene A. Paulin, S.M., Ph.D., Kirkwood, Mo. 
Members of the General Executive Board: 
Rev. P. A. Roy, S.J., A.M., New Orleans, La. 
Brother Benjamin, C.F.X., A.M., Baltimore, Md. 
General Members of the Department Executive Committee: 
Very Rev. Msgr. John J. Healy, A.M., Little Rock, Ark. 
Very Rev. J. B. Moriarty, A.B., Ironwood, Mich. 
Rev. H. J. Ahern, C.M., A.M., Chicago, Ill. 
Rev. Edmund J. Goebel, Ph.D., Milwaukee, Wis. 4 
Rev. D. A. Keane, S.J., A.M., Boston, Mass. Z| 
Rev. Raymond G. Kirsch, A.M., Toledo, Ohio. ; 
Rev. Julian L. Maline, S.J., Ph.D., Milford, Ohio. 
Rev. Bernardine B. Myers, ‘0. P. A.M., $.T.Lr., Oak Park, II. 
Rev. James T. O’Dowd, Ph.D., San Francisco, Calif. 
Rev. Joseph P. Ryan, COM., AM., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Rev. Leo J. Streck, A.B., Covington, Ky. uy 
Brother Joseph Matthew, F.S.C., A.M., St. Paul, Minn. ; 
Brother William, S. C., A.M., Bay St. "Louis, Miss. 
Sister Mary Claudia Frances, O.M., A.B., Manchester, N. H. 
Sister Evangela, S.S.N.D., A.M., South St. Louis, Mo. 
Sister M. Josita, B.V.M., A.M., Chicago, III. ; 
Sister M. Polycarp, C.C.V.I., San Antonio, Tex. 4 
Sister M. Sylvester, O.S.U., A.M., Louisville, Ky. 4 
Regional Unit Members of the Department Executive Committee: 
v. D. A. Keane, S.J., A.M., Boston, Mass. Naw ine) 
Sister Mary Claudia Frances, O.M., A.B., Monchester, Nn. H. ¢ New England 
ev. Joseph P. Ryan, C.M., A.M., Brooklyn, N. Y. : 
Brother Benjamin, C.F.X.. A.M. Baltimore, Md. } miadie Atlantic 
rother Julius Kreshel, S.M., A.M., St. Louis, Mo. ‘ 
Sister Evangela, S.S.N.D., A.M., South St. Louis, Mo, } North ceed 
Rev. P. A. Roy, S.J., A.M., New Orleans, La. Sauthern 
Sister M. Polycarp, C.C.V.I., San Antonio, Tex. § °° 
Rev. James T. O’Dowd, Ph.D., San Francisco, Calif. } Western 
~ William B, North, Ph.D D. ‘Los — Calif. 
ev. Curtis arp, pokane, ‘as 
Rev. John J. Lane, C.S.C., A.M., Portland, Oreg. } Northwestern 


SCHOOL-SUPERINTENDENTS’ DEPARTMENT 


President: Rev. Harold E. Keller, A.M., Harrisburg, P: 

Vice-President: Rev. James A. Byrnes, 'B.Ph., St. Paul, “Minn. 

Secretary: Rev. Austin F. Munich, Bloomfield, Conn. i 

Members of the General Executive Board: i 
Right Rev. Msgr. John J. Murphy, Columbus, Ohio. ‘ 
Rev. J. J. Featherstone, A.M., J.C.L., Scranton, Pa. 


PARISH-SCHOOL DEPARTMENT 


Officers and Executive Committee 


President: Rev. D. F. Cunningham, A.M., LL.D., Chicago, III. 
Vice-Presidents : 
Right Rev. Msgr. John M. Wolfe, S.T.D., Ph.D., Dubuque, Iowa. 
Very Rev. Leslie V. Barnes, A.M., Lincoln, Nebr. 
Rev. Joseph G. Cox, J.C.D., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Rev. Francis McNelis, S.T.D., Altoona, Pa. 
Brother Luke, C.F.X., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Sister M. Immaculate, S.N.D., Toledo, Ohio. 
Sister M. John, S.S.N.D., Malden, Mass. 
Secretary: Rev. Edward J. Gorman, A.M., Fall River, Mass. 4 
Members of the General Executive Board: ah 
Rev. Felix N. Pitt, Ph.D., Louisville, Ky. Es 
Rev. John I. Barrett, Ph.D., LL.D., J.C.L., Baltimore, Md. 
Members of the Department Executive ‘Committee: 
Rev. Leonard Wernsing, A.B., Indianapolis, Ind. 
Rev. Norbert M. Shumaker, Ph.D., Toledo, Ohio. 
Rev. C. J. Ivis, A.M., Sioux City, Iowa. % 
Sister Philipa, Detroit, Mich. 
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Catholic Deaf-Mute Section 
Chairman: 


Secretary : 

Catholic Blind-Education Section 
Chairman: Rev. Joseph M. Stadelman, S.J., New York, N. Y. 
Secretary: Sister M. Richarda, O.P., New York, N. Y. 


SEMINARY DEPARTMENT 


President: Rev. Francis J. Connell, C.SS.R., S.T.D., =e * Li 
Vice-President: Right Rev. Msgr. George Rehring, S Lao” Deiat Ohio. 
Secretary: Very Rev. William O. Brady, A.M., S.T.D., St. Paul, Minn. 
Members of the General Executive Board: 
Rev. Joseph J. McAndrew, A.M., LL.D., Emmitsburg, Md. 
Very Rev. Francis Luddy, Rochester, N. Y. 


Minor-Seminary Section 
Chairman: Very Rev. Francis Luddy, Rochester, N. Y. 
Vice-Chairman: Very Rev. Stephen Thuis, O.S.B., St. Meinrad, Ind. 
Secretary: Rev. Martin H. Marnon, A.B., Buffalo, N. Y. 





Committee on the Accrediting of Colleges 
Chairman: Rev. Daniel M. Galliher, O.P., J.C.D., Providence, R. I. 
Secretary: Rev. Daniel M. O’Connell, S.J., Ph.D., Chicago, Ill. 
General Members: 
Rev. William F. Cunningham, C.S.C., Ph.D., Notre Dame, Ind. 
Very Rev. Anselm M. Keefe, ‘O.Praem., Ph.D., West De Pere, Wis. } 1937-40 
fog William J. Murphy, S.J., Newton, Mass. 
Rev. Daniel M. Galliher, O.P., J.C.D., Providence, R. I. } 
Rev. Daniel M. O’Connell, $.J., Ph.D., Chicago, til. | 1986-89 
Sister M. Aloysius Molloy, AM., Ph.D., Winona, Minn. 
Rev. John W. Hynes, S.J., Spring Hill, Ala. 
Rev. Daniel J. McHugh, C.M., M.S., FR.A.S., Chicago, Ill. 1936-38 
Mr. Edward A. Fitzpatrick, oe D *Litt.D., LED., Milwaukee, Wis. 
Regional Unit Members: 
Sister M. Frances, S.S.N.D., Baltimore, Md. } —— 
Very Rev. James A. Wallace Reeves, S.T.D., Greensburg, Pa. saan 
Sister M. Madeleva, C.S.C., Notre Dame, Ind. Midwest 
Mr. Francis M. Crowley, A.M., Ph.D., New York, N. Y. ——, 
Rev. John W. Hynes, S.J., Spring Hill, Ale. Scutiiotn 
Sister M. Christina, Maple Mount, Ky. 
Rev. William C. Gianera, S. J., Santa Clara, Calif. i Weskece 
Rev. Vincent Koppert, O.S.B., St. Benedict P. O., Oreg. 
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ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT GENERAL 


MOST REVEREND JOHN B. PETERSON, D.D., Ph.D., LL.D. 
Bishop of Manchester 


At the Thirty-fifth Annual Meeting of the National Catholic 
Educational Association, Milwaukee, Wis. 

For the third time the National Catholic Educational Asso- 
ciation responds to the welcome of this See and City of Milwaukee. 
Guests of Archbishop Messmer in 1907 and 1924, we enjoy this 
year the hospitality of the learned and energetic Archbishop 
Stritch. His devotion to Catholic education and his singularly 
well-informed interest in everything educational are known to 
all who have been privileged to work with him. His leadership 
will be this week our ample inspiration. May our response in 
generous endeavor be his comfort who has so well provided for 
our stay. 

It were trite to speak today of the crisis, the revolution, 
through which the world is passing and the fate to be feared for 
our Republic, our Church, our schools. Purblind indeed is he 
who skims the daily news with neither thought nor shudder, or 
fails to perceive that many prophets of a promised ideal order 
are foes at heart of all we cherish, all that America stands for, 
liberty, democracy, faith, God. Their propaganda has been, 
still is, so cunning as to deceive even the elect, to silence voices 
that should speak, or make such voices fall upon adroitly deafened 
ears. The foes of God, speak though they may in freedom’s 
name, are the foes of freedom. The foes of democracy, 
though in studied deceit they profess to deplore its passing, are 
the foes of all that America means. We contemplate their suc- 
cesses and shudder for what may here befall. Rather should we 
shudder at the sympathy that goes out to them from many whose 
hatred of religion is greater than their love of America; or, 
worse still, from pulpits whose ancestral hatred of all that is 
Catholic outstrips their love of God and our land. All this is a 
challenge. How are we to meet it? I find answer in words of 
my predecessors in office who spoke at our Milwaukee meetings 
thirty-one and fourteen years ago. 
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It was in July 1907, at the fourth annual meeting of our 
Association, that its President General, the Right Reverend 
Denis J. O’Connell, later Bishop of Richmond, here voiced its 
founders’ purpose to maintain a voluntary organization. There 
were those who desired a dictatorial regime, a regime of law, to 
govern our educational progress. They wished this body to make 
and enforce such law. Bishop O’Connell said, in appealing for 
fidelity to the purpose of our founders: ‘‘There were some in 
the beginning who thought that these deliberations were useless 
unless the body was endowed with the power of making laws. 
Our deliberations have convinced us that the time is not mature 
for laws, and that what educators require is information. We 
have advanced along the path of free, unlimited, and courteous 
discussion and by that courtesy and discussion we are arriving 
at a knowledge of our conditions.’’ And in explanation he 
added: ‘‘I think that the success that has attended our deliber- 
ations of this convention has been brought about through the 
wisdom of the methods hitherto pursued.’’ 

During thirty-five years, our Association has been steadfastly 
faithful to that principle. It remains a purely voluntary society 
of Catholic educators who seek wisdom and guidance through 
interchange of views and comparison of experiences. It offers 
to our schools its matured conclusions, but it compels no one 
to accept them. It has standing committees, such as that on 
accreditation, whose purpose is to help, but not to hinder or 
control. It seeks only to hold out a helping hand of guidance, 
and finds as its ample reward the acceptance of it by so many 
educators; and, be it said, to their acknowledged profit. It is 
democratic and never dictatorial. Perseverance in this policy 
will increasingly enrich our loyal service to our nation as well 
as to our Church. 

In this service, the Association’s relations with the Bishops 
of the nation have been always most cordial and encouraging. 
It has never sought to embarrass them by soliciting their influ- 
ence in sponsoring its views or furthering its projects. Hand- 
maid of the hierarchy, the Association seeks ever to do its will. 
It does nothing unknown to the Bishops. Its annual meetings 








8 NATIONAL CATHOLIC EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION BULLETIN 


are held at the invitation of the local Ordinary, and scrupulous 
eare is taken that nothing of which he could disapprove be said 
or done. Even the quiet sessions of its Advisory Board, held 
here and there as convenience dictates, are arranged with the 
local Bishop; and he or his delegate is invited to be present and 
to participate in the discussions. Most gratefully does the Asso- 
ciation acknowledge the kind and helpful interest of our Bishops 
and the annual contribution of so many of them to the Associa- 
tion’s Fund. 

I believe that the widening influence of our Association, its 
growing numbers, and its safe financial condition are due in 
great measure to our helpful relations with our Bishops and our 
perseverance as a purely voluntary organization. May the words 
here spoken by Bishop O’Connell thirty-one years ago find 
always a responsive ring in our hearts. In this fidelity to our 
founders and to their democratic spirit, and to the unity and 
solidarity it begets, we must continue to serve our schools and 
to promote the interests of education. In fidelity to God and 
America, we shall by courteous free discussion strive ever to 
provide the true American school. 

It was at our twenty-first annual meeting in June 1924 that 
the Right Reverend Thomas J. Shahan spoke here on the nature 
and purpose of the American School. What is the American 
School? and why? should we ask again today. We must give 
such answer as only the true American can. 

The American school surely must have among its aims the 
preparation of the pupil to live in the American democracy, and 
so to live as to perpetuate our ideal of government by the people 
for the people’s good. The American school must surely be 
animated by the spirit of the American Constitution. It must 
train its youth to preserve that spirit. That spirit emanates from 
America’s Declaration of Independence. Indeed it has been 
said, and solemnly so in the text of two decisions of the United 
States Supreme Court, that the Constitution ‘‘is but the body 
and the letter of which the Declaration of Independence is the 
thought and spirit.’’ That spirit was voiced by the nascent 
American nation which recognized endowment by the Creator 
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as the source of human rights, and gave us a charter of real 
democracy in proclaiming the God-given right of men to security 
of life and limb under reasonably ordered liberty, and their 
right prudently to seek their happiness under representative 
government and for their common good. 

Our Constitution’s birthday we are reverencing this year by 
nation-wide celebrations in which our schools, every American 
school, must take a truly reverent part. In so doing, let them 
not forget, they dare not forget, the fourfold recognition of 
God and religion -which the Constitution’s spirit, the Declaration 
of Independence, humbly voiced : 

For the right to establish an independent nation it appealed 
to the laws of nature and of ‘‘nature’s God.”’ 

It boldly proclaimed that the unalienable rights for which it 
contended were unquestionably the endowment of ‘‘the Creator.’’ 

To witness the rectitude of its authors’ intentions it appealed 
to the ‘‘Supreme Judge of the world.’’ 

It concluded with an humble profession of ‘‘firm reliance on 
the protection of Divine Providence.’’ 

The American school, if it is to remain American, must hold 
to this spirit; and the more tenaciously in this day when world 
figures are deriding democracy and religion and boasting of 
their purpose to destroy both. Be it said in passing that they 
are at least logical. Our Father’s God and our democracy may 
stand or fall together. For if there be neither God, nor freedom 
of will, democracy is but a delusion and human rights a dream. 
Less logical are those educational forces which would drive God 
from education and pretend to protect democracy. 

More, pitiable still is the blind acclaim of so many of their 
followers. Unhappily it is an age, not of genuine leadership, 
but of political, social, and educational bell-wethers. It is a 
deplorable fact that few react to their tinkle more readily than 
does the average school teacher. The farther afield such leaders 
stray, whether in primrose paths of impossible ideals or in bogs 
of muddled philosophical speculation, the more enthusiastic 
become their followers. Most of these certainly do not know 
what it is all about, so subtle, so elusive are the sounds which 
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tickle their ears. In their gatherings it takes but the whisper 
of an apotheosized name to make their applause unanimous. 
A dissenting voice in their councils is like a ‘‘Nein’’ in recent 
elections. And the emboldened wether rings out now the more 
loudly ‘‘ZL’audace, toujours l’audace.’’ Thus the votaries of 
progressive education, which within reasonable limits may agree 
with long-recognized principles of pedagogy, are being herded 
farther and farther to the left by radical exponents of ultra 
progress who would wreck all landmarks on their way to an 
educational somewhere. Agnostics in religion, agnostics in 
philosophy, they acknowledge no other standard of true and 
false, or of right or wrong, than that of pragmatism or popu- 
larity. And the pity of it is, not that there are such bell-wethers, 
but that the flock so gregariously follows. It is an age, not 
of leaders, but of followers who know not whither they are going 
but only that they are somewhere on the way. Such is not educa- 
tion for democracy. Such is not the ideal of the American 
school. 

Forgetting America’s religious charter and relegating care for 
the morals of the rising generation to the questionable influence 
of a deplorably weakening church, they prattle of character 
training as a substitute for religion. But its futility is evident 
in an analysis of what character means. 

Meaning in itself a stamp or mark, character in humankind 
is not easily defined. It connotes dependability. A person of 
character is one who lives up to his convictions and ideals, one 
who is not swayed therefrom by sentiment or selfishness. He is 
. trusted by his fellows to deal with them honestly, truthfully, 
loyally, and in unselfish justice. Steadfast and forthrjght, he 
is looked upon as a pattern of the flock. He practices the virtues 
which make him a safe and model member of society. 

Unhappily, however, society’s appraisal of these virtues and 
their practice is not steadfast. Society gives them only a shift- 
ing value. Self-interest can and often does dethrone them, and 
too often mankind applauds. Time was when the word of 
nations and of men could be fairly well relied upon. But 
treaties have latterly become but ‘‘scraps of paper’’; one’s 
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word is not always as good as one’s bond; nor are bonds always 
worth what they promise. Loyalty is too largely to one’s own 
interests; and justice unblushingly seeks not right but might 
as its ally. Even Christian chivalry is yielding to a reckless 
exploitation of erstwhile respected girlhood and womankind. 


‘*Character’’ thus becomes what society makes it: unstable, 
insecure, undependable. Natural morality is too often dictated 
by one’s animal nature. In such accepted conditions of society, 
character building is but building on shifting sands. 


There must be a higher standard, a standard more than 
human, a standard constant and unyielding to human caprice 
or self-seeking. That standard is found only in the attributes 
of the unchangeable Deity, eternal Goodness, eternal Truth, 
eternal Justice. Religion is the service of that immutable God. 
Religious education is the moulding of man on that immutable 
pattern. It is building, not on shifting sands, but upon the 
Rock of Ages. To proclaim that there is no God, or even to make 
ridiculous test of His being by popular acclaim, is to deny the 
possibility of ultimate truth and the freedom of human will. 
Such denial is to make of men the puppets of a purely material 
evolution and destiny. Character training in such conditions is 
akin to the training of the puppy or the foal. It is not a train- 
ing for democracy. It is not a training based upon America’s 
Declaration of Independence. It is not a training in respect for 
our Constitution. It is not the training that befits the American 
School. 

What then is the American School for which our Association, 
our Church in America stands? Bishop Shahan made answer 
here fourteen years ago. We may well dedicate ourselves anew 
to the standard he set for us then. This dedication would be our 
best offering to the sesquicentennial of our Constitution. Bishop 
Shahan said: 

‘‘The welfare of the nation is an aim that demands, not only 
cultivated intelligence and adequate knowledge, but also and 
chiefly the willingness, even the resolute purpose, to use these 
mental capacities for the general good, unselfishly. It is an aim 
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that calls for the subordination of private interest and that may 
call for sacrifice, in any degree. It is an aim that always re- 
quires the setting of duty above pleasure, of conscience above 
gain, of integrity above success. These are preferences that 
are not instinctive. They should not be merely impulsive. To 
make them deliberate and steadfast is the business of education. 
The school that does this is American. 

‘*Has the school effectually taught the meaning of citizenship ; 
has it inculeated respect for law; has it trained its pupils in 
honesty, in truthfulness, in clean living; has it imbued them 
with the spirit of justice and tolerance; has it sent them forth 
with good will toward their fellow men; has it made them real- 
ize that reverence for things sacred is a proof of manliness, that 
obedience to God’s law is true independence and His service 
perfect freedom? Has it accomplished these things while di- 
recting the minds of children in the way of knowledge? If it 
has, then beyond question it has been faithful to its trust. It 
is an American School.’’ 


THE RURAL PARISH-SCHOOL PROGRAM 


REV. JOSEPH H. OSTDIEK, A.B., A.M. 
Diocesan Superintendent of Schools 
Omaha, Nebr. 


A generation ago it was not uncommon to hear an imported 
speaker or a classroom teacher harangue the pupils of a rural 
school in the following strain: ‘‘ Every American boy is justified 
in cherishing the thought that one day he may become the Presi- 
dent of the United States. You must aim high. Don’t be content 
to be ‘hewers of wood and drawers of water.’ If you want to 
make a name for yourself you must aspire to reach a position 
of power and importance in Church, state, or industry.’’ Thus 
the simple occupation of the farmer and the rich opportunities 
in the rural community were disparaged and even deprecated. 
The rural school was turned to the unworthy and even traitorous 
purpose of depreciating country life and glorifying the prospects 
of fame and success in the city. The pupils could not help be- 
coming urban-minded. 

But, fortunately, things have changed in the last decade or 
so. Thousands of those, who in obedience to the urbanizing 
gospel preached in the rural school, forsook the soil and cast 
their lot with the crowds in the congested cities have gradually 
learned from the bitter experience of competition, unemploy- 
ment, and poverty under urban conditions, that the farm after 
all has its advantages as well as its limitations. Even now hun- 
dreds of families that migrated from the country to the city are 
longing for the ‘‘flesh-pots of Egypt.’’ 

But a limited movement of population from the rural com- 
munity to the urban centers is inevitable. The country is the 
principal source of population. The Bureau of Agricultural 
Economies presents cold figures in its Extension Circular 203, 
issued in 1934, to prove that between 1920 and 1930 the deficit 
in the urban birthrate ranged from 8 per cent in the smaller 
towns to 22 per cent in the larger cities, whereas the surplus in 
the rural birthrate varied from 3 per cent in the villages to 50 
per cent in the country districts. It is but natural that the urban 
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centers drain off the surplus population of the rural areas. This 
adjustment of population has serious implications, not only for 
the cities, but especially for the Church in the United States. 
Our urban parishes in this vast Middle West are filled with 
people who have moved in from the country. Without this in- 
flux of rural people, these parishes would gradually dwindle 
down and their fine churches and schools would in the end be- 
come empty. So in the last analysis, the prospect of growth, 
yes even the hope of continued existence both for the Church 
and the nation depend largely on a flourishing and multiplying 
farm population. This basic fact should be kept in mind by 
the administrators of our large city parishes who are tempted to 
take pride in the huge crowds at their Sunday Masses, the great 
number of Confessions and Communions and, sometimes, the 
large receipts on their financial reports. 


Rurau Epucation IMporTANT 


In building up and maintaining a large Catholic population 
in the rural areas, education is destined to play a prominent part. 
Since the American people have glorified the school above all 
educational agencies, it is perhaps in a better position than the 
radio, the newspaper, the home, or even the Church, to preach 
our gospel on rural life and family integrity. It can present 
to the country boys and girls the proper rural viewpoint and 
make them rural minded. It can lay the foundation for the 
sane thinking and intelligent cooperation that are needed in the 
struggle of the farm groups against organized industry. Some 
educators place the sad plight of the farmer today on the door- 
step of the rural school. As Macy Campbell writes in his book, 
Rural Life at the Crossroads, p. 298, ‘‘Poor schools put the farm 
group behind educationally. Presently they found themselves 
going behind financially. . . . Rural life is doomed if the farm 
group cannot provide schools adequate to the task. Since the 
task of the farm group is more difficult than the task of the 
urban group the farm schools must be even superior to the urban 
schools.’’ In short, it is the proper specific function of the rural 
school to give the pupils an adequate understanding of country 
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life, to create the proper attitude or outlook, to foster a spirit of 
intelligent and voluntary cooperation, to build up community 
activities. and to train in the necessary formal, social, and voca- 
tions subjects. This is a big assignment for the school but it is 
essential to the welfare and progress of the people on our coun- 
trysides. 

In Catholic cireles, rural education is deserving of serious con- 
sideration. There is not a diocese in the country but has a rural- 
education problem, small though it may be in some places. In 
certain regions, the training of rural children is a matter of the 
first magnitude. It is safe to say that in the far flung Missis- 
sippi Valley no less than half of the Catholic-school population 
is found in parish schools outside the city; for example, in the 
Diocese of Sioux City no less than 58 per cent, in the Diocese of 
Wichita at least 57 per cent, and in the Diocese of Omaha no 
less than 40 per cent of parish-school children live in rural dis- 
tricts or in towns of less than 2,500 population. Many other 
dioceses show as large or a larger per cent. It goes without say- 
ing that the interests of this large portion of our Catholic chil- 
dren should be considered in the formulation of curricula and 
the preparation of our teachers. 


THE RURAL-SCHOOL PROGRAM 


Thirty years ago, O. J. Kern in his book, Among Country 
Schools, the first book on rural education ever written in this 
country, said: ‘‘My educational decalogue for school officers and 
teachers may be reduced to one simple commandment; namely, 
‘Thou shalt enrich and enlarge the life of the country child.’ ’’ 
This commandment, which was penned by an authority who 
sensed the inadequacy and the inferiority of the rural school as 
compared with the urban school, is as applicable today as in the 
time when it was written. The Thirtieth Yearbook, Part I, of 
the National Society for the Study of Education, issued in 1931, 
presents the findings of several surveys and testing programs 
among urban and rural pupils. All results point to the in- 
feriority of the country child as compared with the city child; 
for example, in the public schools of South Carolina during the 
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school year 1927-1928, the number of failures in the country 
schools exceeded the number in the city schools by 14 per cent. 
A survey of the pupils’ mentality made in 1922 in New York 
State showed that the median intelligence of the city child 
excelled that of country child by 6 points in the third grade 
and 15 points in the eighth grade.? Several studies were made 
in educational achievement. The findings indicated that the 
urban child excelled the rural child in every subject. Even in 
personal health where the country child, who lives close to 
nature and near the sources of the most wholesome foods, would 
be expected to hold an advantage, the examinations show the 
superiority of the city child in diet, muscular development, and 
health habits.* 

These facts present a dark picture which represents the rural 
parish school the same as the rural public school. The faults are 
due largely to the lack of a program of studies that is adequate 
to meet the needs of country children and adapted to the con- 
ditions of the rural community. It must be conceded that, since 
a large number of our country youth migrate to the city and the 
rest settle on the farms, the rural school must prepare the pupils 
for both urban and rural life. But this does not justify the 
effort (which is all too common) to raise the standards of the 
rural school by imposing on it the curriculum of the urban 
school. Rev. F. N. Pitt in his article, ‘‘The Superintendent and 
the Rural School,’’ states that it is widely prevalent ‘‘to have one 
common curriculum for all schools, ignoring any preparation 
for rural life. This would mean the urbanizing of the rural 
school, and this, as far as my observation goes, is the general 
practice of our Catholic system of education.’’ (Proceedings 
of N. C. E. A., 1928, p. 522.) Indeed, Catholic educators should 
take into full account the difference between the city and the 
country in formulating the program of studies. While the large 
objectives of Catholic education are the same in all schools, the 
means of attaining them will vary according to the conditions 
of the locality. There is a vast divergence between the city and 

1 Yearbook, p. 30. 


2 Yearbook, p. 41. 
3 Yearbook, p. 36. 


i 
a 
5 
Re 
& 


a 





NATIONAL CATHOLIC EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION BULLETIN 17 


the country in educational resources, in materials of instruction, 
and in the pupils’ background of experience. Likewise, there is 
a big difference in the conditions of the community and in the 
needs of the children. It is an accepted principle that educa- 
tion should be adapted to the conditions, needs, and capacities 
of the pupils. Why then should diocesan authorities or religious 
communities in their zeal to enrich courses of study and raise 
standards of achievement endeavor to enforce uniformity over 
a diocese or a province and try to inflict on rural children a pro- 
gram of instruction which in every case is designed to meet the 
needs of city life? Why should so many of our private academies 
situated in the heart of agricultural areas and seeking the patron- 
age of country girls still cling to a rigid classical program and 
give their pupils an exclusive academic training that is suitable 
for a member of the aristocracy or an aspirant to a learned pro- 
fession? Such a policy will simply serve to industrialize and 
urbanize the ones who should stay on the farms and more than 
likely within a few generations we shall have a thoroughly indus- 
trialized and completely urbanized Church in the United States. 

It would seem desirable to have a separate course of study for 
the schools in villages and rural districts. Indeed, the formula- 
tion of a tentative instruction program for a rural parish school, 
beginning with the first and ending with the twelfth, grade would 
be a splendid project for some Catholic teacher-training institu- 
tion. Such a course of study should embody, not only religion 
and the fundamental tool subjects, but also specific types of 
training that serve the demands of rural life. In the lower and 
middle grades, it should include nature study. This subject 
has both cultural and practical value. It opens up before the 
eyes of the pupils the beauty of the rural environment with its 
birds, flowers, plants and shrubs, its luxuriant crops, its forests, 
rivers, lakes, and charming scenery, its stones and mineral de- 
posits. At the same time, it presents the practical use of these 
natural assets and resources. The course in art, too, can be asso- 
ciated with the program of nature study in order to bring out 
the colorful and artistic side of nature’s works. These studies 
will serve as a preparation for elementary agriculture which 
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should be taken in the upper grades. This course can be carried 
on suitably in connection with the study of the geography of 
the state, because the type of agriculture, the methods of tilling 
the fields, the occupations of the people, the products of the soil, 
and the kinds of live stock are all largely determined by the 
geographical features of the region. 

Moreover, the social studies such as history, civics, citizenship, 
and geography should be given a special orientation, which will 
prepare the pupils for intelligent participation in cooperative 
farm enterprises. After all, in the cities the economic groups 
are organized around corporations and industries in which cen- 
tralized control enforces united action; but in the country the 
farmers taken severally are by nature independent and they must 
learn to work voluntarily hand in hand for their economic sal- 
vation, whether it be in production, marketing, buying, banking, 
or any other enterprise in which their common good is concerned. 
In preparation for such a life, the need, the value, and the habit 
of voluntary cooperation should be stressed in the school pro- 
gram. 

Finally, the rural school might well emphasize such activities 
as school gardening, nursery culture, landscaping, indoor art 
and decoration, farm accounting, and health education. The 
vocational courses on the high-school level are of great value, 
but it is a serious question whether Catholic rural schools can 
afford to offer them. However, in many places a ‘‘tie up’’ with 
the neighboring public school can be effected whereby the Cath- 
olie-school pupils can enjoy the benefit of these technical courses. 
Under the laws of the states, boys and girls are entitled to en- 
roll in any or all of the courses offered in the public school of 
the district in which they live; hence, it is possible for them to 
take their academic work in the Catholic school and their tech- 
nical courses in the adjacent public school. While this alliance 
between the Catholic and the public schools may bear the aspect 
of a mixed marriage it is by no means unholy or heretical. In 
many places where the arrangement has been carried out the 
results have been quite satisfactory. The Catholic pupils have 
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received the benefit of such vocational courses as normal train- 
ing, domestic science, industrial arts, commercial subjects and 
practical agriculture in the public school and, at the same time, 
they have pursued their academic subjects in the parish school. 
Thus they remained under the influence and control of the 
Catholic-school authorities. 

In wrestling with the problems of the curriculum, it is well to 
consult the various state courses of study. We must confess 
that public-school authorities have been more responsive to local 
needs and conditions than our own. Many of the items in these 
state courses have grown out of years of study and experience 
and have much practical value. They can safely be embodied 
in the parish-school program. It is desirable to place a copy of 
a good state course in the hands of all our rural teachers to be 
used as a reference and a guide, if not a basic program, in rural 
activities. Among the best organized and serviceable state 
courses are those of Montana, Wyoming, and Nebraska. 


TEACHER PREPARATION 


Rev. George Johnson, Ph.D., Director of the Department of 
Education of the National Catholic Welfare Conference, in his 
article, ‘‘The Professional Preparation of Teachers for Rural 
Catholic Schools,’’? makes a candid statement on the teaching 
personnel in our country parish schools. He writes: 

‘The weakness is that these religious teachers have seldom had 
a preparation that is specifically rural. Our diocesan teachers’ 
colleges, our community normals, and the department of educa- 
tion in our universities do not provide courses that envisage 
education in terms of farm life. A goodly number of religious 
vocations come from the country, but it is not always true that 
the Sisters sent to the rural schools have had early farm experi- 
ence. Hence it is that neither by training nor by experience are 
they equipped to deal with the problems that face our rural 
population. . . . Their sense of values has an urban coloring and 
in the country they are strangers in a strange land. The over- 
tones of their teaching are urban; they explain things in terms 
of their own past experience, and listening to them the children 
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come to feel the spell of the city. Meanwhile, of course, the 
teacher has little or no concept of what life on the land involves 
and no vision of its future.’’* This significant confession con- 
firms our contention that the teaching communities are prepar- 
ing their subjects almost exclusively for teaching in the city 
schools. Usually no more time or study is given to rural educa- 
tion than the reading of the chapter on county schools that is 
found in a textbook on general school administration. No effort 
is made to create sympathy for, devotion to, or understanding of 
rural school work. No wonder so many of our young women, who 
have been born and reared on the prairies, lose their attachment 
to the rural environment during this period of preparation in the 
community normal training school. Often they come forth with 
a distaste for the inconveniences of rural life and a disdain for 
the simplicity of country children. 

Rural educators feel that the country parish schools are en- 
titled to teachers who are not so much more prepared as differ- 
ently prepared and better adapted to their job. They challenge 
the fitness of a teacher for any position in any school who has 
failed to acquire a full understanding of our complete national 
life, rural as well as urban, agricultural as well as industrial. 
They challenge the fitness of a teacher for a position in a rural 
school who has failed to grasp the importance of the land foun- 
dation to the nation and to the Church; who has failed to dis- 
cover the rich assets of the rural environment and neglected to 
learn the interests and needs of country children. What is 
needed most of all, as Doctor Johnson points out, is ‘‘a point of 
view—a philosophy—rather than training in a few specific peda- 
gogical skills.’’ But teachers will not be adequately and com- 
pletely prepared for rural work unless they are given some 
specific training in the organization and management of the 
small school, the combination of grades and subjects, the formu- 
lation of a daily program, and the peculiar technique of present- 
ing the rural-school curriculum. Moreover, they should learn 
something of the experiential background and the vernacular 


4 Catholic Rural Life Objectives, 1935, p. 34. 
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of the country children, the figures of speech they are accustomed 
to use, and the pastimes they are wont to enjoy. Then they will 
understand the language of the little urchin in patched overalls 
who speaks of the rotation of crops, the causes of soil erosion, or 
even the merits of a wheat-fed hog. The inclusion of rural 
sociology and education in our teacher-training programs will 
go a long way towards meeting these demands and at the same 
time will increase the understanding of and sympathy towards 
country life. 
CoNCLUSION 


A better day seems to be dawning for our rural population. 
The dignity and importance of farming are gradually being 
recognized. No longer is it blight to be sprung from the soil. 
No longer is it recommended that a youth go from the country 
to the city to make a name for himself. This gospel, so prevalent 
in the past, has gone the way of other misrepresentations. Many 
in the city have come to realize that the permanence and security 
of the nation and the Church are based upon a healthy and 
thriving rural population. They are casting interested glances 
at the signs of the landward movement. Moreover, modern re- 
finements and conveniences, up-to-date farm machinery, and 
labor-saving devices are finding their way to the remotest parts 
of the countryside. No more is life on the farm characterized 
with drudgery, hardship, and limited comforts. 


In sympathy with this great change, the little rural parish 
school is emerging by degrees from the pioneer period. True, 
adjustments have to be made in the program of studies and in 
the preparation of teachers. But signs of improvement are in 
sight. During the summer sessions of 1936 and 1937, the Dioc- 
esan Teachers’ College at St. Paul, Minn., and the Sacred Heart 
Junior College of Wichita, Kans., offered practical courses in 
rural sociology and education to give prospective teachers a 
proper outlook on country life and acquaint them with the rich 
educational assets of the rural environment. As time marches 
on, the rural school will gradually evolve and adjust its curricu- 
lum so that it will enlarge and enrich the life of the country 








22 NATIONAL CATHOLIC EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION BULLETIN 


child. The boys and girls will be trained for intelligent and 
helpful citizenship in the rural parish and community and not 
allowed to grow up like‘‘ Topsy’’only to be scattered haphazardly 
in the wilderness of life. In short, the rural school will bring 
happiness and enriched living to the country youth and salva- 
tion to the rural parish, which is a prolific source of Catholic 
population. Finally, it will render effective aid to the Catholic 
rural-life movement which aims to build up 10,000 strong thriv- 
ing parishes on our countrysides and anchor the competent, 
dynamic farm youth on the land. 
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THE NATIONAL CATHOLIC 
EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION 


November 10, 1939 


— Mr. John M. O'Loughlin, 
) Assistant Librarian, 

7) Boston College, 

7 University Heights, 

7) Chestnut Hill, Mass. 


Dear Sir: 


Your letter regarding the receipt of Vol. XXXIV, No. 4 
* of the Annual Proceedings was received in due time and we 
—@ veg your pardon for the inconvenience caused you by not 
® reolying immediately. 


There was no N. 4 of Vol. XXXIV and the reason for 
| it being omitted is explained as follows: In 1937 a 
| change was made in issuing the Report of the Proceedings 
} and Addresses of the Annual Meetings and consequently the 
7 Report of the Thirty-fourth Annual Meeting was printed as 
» the August number instead of November as it had previous- 
* ly been published. This was Vol. XXXIII, No. 4. This 
change brought several complaints from librarians who 
stated that the volume number and meeting number no long- 
er corresponding brought confusion in indexing and was a 
mistake from a librarian's point of view. Accordingly, 
permission was obtained from the Post Office to drop No. 4 
the following year and the Report of the Thirty-fifth 
Annual Meeting was Vol. XXXV, No. 1 instead of Vol. XXXIV, 
No. 4 as it would have been. 


Trusting this explanation is satisfactory, we are 
Very sincerely yours, 


THE NATTONAL CATHOLIC 
EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION 





